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Thank you, Members of the Committee, for providing the opportunily to submil

testimony.

LReadyNation leverages the voices of business leaders across the State in support of
proven invesinients in childven and families. Today, we are addressing our comments o
the issue of high-quality child care—something that impacts nel enly thousands of

childven and their working parents, but 12,500 small businesses across New York State.

We urge yon to allocate 524M-$28M in econoniic development funds so that the
costs of background clearances for child care providers sve not passed down to Tow-

wage workers and small businesscs.

Lnder the Chitd Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014, child care providers
must now be checked against a variety of databases, including FRI fingerprinting, the
Mational Crime Information Center, the National Scx Offender Eegistry, the State
criminal and sex offender registry, and child abuse and neglect registries in each stale that

a provider or household member has resided in over the past 5 years.

‘T'his new reenlation means that nrore than 220,000 reeulated and lepally-cxempt
providers {as well as household members over the ape of 18) will be required to have s

hackground check ata cost of $101.45 per person,







Therelove, neady 12,500 small businesses {child care centers and lwmily child care
homes} and their employees will bear the financial burden of these elearances {F funding
lor background checks is not included n the State Budget. Low-wage workers will be
burdened by thesc costs and, in worsi-case scenarios, small businesses across the State

witl close,

You have demonstrated that you carve deeply aboul economic development and bringing
businesses to our State. There nust be g strong workforee to support your initiatives.

Employers and employees are parents, and parents eannot work without child care.

And as you know, child care gencrates revenuc. Lvery doltar in New York State that is
invested in early care and learning pencrates a total of $1.86 in sales of local goods and
services thronghout the State - ss much or more economic activity than investmenis in ali
olher economic sectars, including manulbcturing, consiruction, and transportation. And
thal’s money (hat stays in local communitics. | urge you Lo keep (hal in mind as you

work with your colleapues on cconomic development sirategies across the State.

So this invesiment is & win-win. It helps save small busincsscs and provides the child caie
necessary for parcnis o work. Please support economic development by making this

lovestment.

‘Thank you







