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Assemblyman

Harvey 
Weisenberg

Reports to
the People

Assemblyman Harvey Weisenberg with Lenny Rosado (left), father of 11-year-old Le-
andra Rosado who was killed by a drunk driver, and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(right) at a press conference announcing the passage of new DWI laws.

In the fall, I reported to you that I had 
introduced legislation to strengthen the pun-
ishments against New Yorkers who drive 
while intoxicated. My bill, which has now 
become law (Chapter 496 of 2009) made it 
a felony to drive while intoxicated with a 
child in the vehicle and mandated that every 
person convicted of a DWI in the state have 
an ignition interlock installed as a condition 
of sentence.

As a result of the new law, drunk driv-
ers with blood-alcohol contents of 0.08 or 
higher who have child passengers age 15 or 
younger, face a possible prison sentence of 
up to 11/3 to 4 years and �nes as much as 
$5,000. The law also strengthens the exist-
ing crimes of �rst-degree vehicular assault 
(D felony), first-degree vehicular man-
slaughter (C felony), aggravated vehicular 
assault (C felony) and aggravated vehicular 
homicide (B felony). Additionally, a person 
charged with the new �rst-time felony will 
be limited in their ability to plea bargain. 
Arresting of�cers who stop drunk or im-
paired drivers with a child passenger must 
contact New York State Child Protective 
Services, where warranted, if the offending 
driver is the parent, guardian or is otherwise 
legally responsible for a child passenger.

The new law also requires the installation 
of ignition interlock devices by those con-

victed of the new crime, any misdemeanor 
or felony DWI, and any DWI-related pe-
nal law felony. Ignition interlock devices 
� breathalyzers installed into a car�s ignition 
system � prevent drunk drivers from starting 
their vehicles.

�This is the right decision, not just for 
my daughter, but to prevent something like 
this from happening again,� said Lenny 
Rosado, father of 11-year-old Leandra Ro-
sado who died when the intoxicated driver 
of a car carrying her and six other children 
�ipped over on the Henry Hudson Parkway. 
Mr. Rosado, along with representatives from 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
joined us to announce the passage of this 
legislation.

In 2008, alcohol was responsible for 
more than 9,200 accidents in New York 
State, which claimed the lives of close to 
400 people. Far too many children, like Le-
andra and those in the horri�c accident on 
the Taconic Parkway, are mourned by their 
entire communities. These are incalculable 
losses. It is my hope that these new laws 
will act as a deterrent and send a strong 
message that New York State will harshly 
punish those who drink and drive � espe-
cially with a child passenger.

Deadlines are approaching, but there�s still 
time to take advantage of many of the tax-
savings that may be available to you. For ad-
ditional information on any of the following 
programs, please visit www.irs.gov and se-
lect �Tax Bene�ts of the American Recovery 
and Investment Act of 2009.�
Homebuyer Tax Credits

First-time homebuyers qualify for a tax credit 
of up to $8,000 if they buy or enter into a 
binding contract to buy a principal residence 
on or before April 30, 2010 and close on the 
home by June 30, 2010. Military personnel 
have an extra year to purchase. Others may 
qualify for a reduced credit if they have lived 
in a house for �ve consecutive years over an 
eight-year span.
Tax Credits for College

The American Opportunity credit has modi-
�ed the existing Hope Credit for tax years 
2009 and 2010. The credit is now available to 
a broader range of taxpayers, including those 
with higher incomes and those who owe no 
taxes. Many of those eligible will qualify for 
a maximum annual credit of $2,500 to cover 
tuition, books and other related school fees.

Computer  
Purchase Credits

The American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act has expanded the list of expenses cov-
ered by the 529 plan. Those enrolled in the 
college tuition savings program may be eli-
gible to have the cost of laptops and related 
computer programs covered for college dur-
ing 2009 and 2010.

New Car Purchase
If you bought a new car, truck, motor home 
or motorcycle between Feb. 16, 2009 and 
Jan. 1, 2010, you may be eligible to deduct 
the state and local sales tax. There is no limit 
on the number of vehicles purchased, but the 
deduction per vehicle is limited to the �rst 
$49,500 of the purchase price.

Energy-Ef�cient  
Home Improvements

Credits and incentives up to $1,500 are avail-
able to homeowners who invest in improve-
ments such as adding insulation, energy-ef�-
cient windows or heating and air conditioning 
systems. In addition, homeowners who install 
residential alternative energy equipment, 
such as solar heating systems, may qualify 
for a credit equal to 30 percent of the cost. To 
qualify for these credits, improvements must 
be placed into service in 2009 or 2010.
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