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Education Update 2017

Introducing the
Excelsior Scholarship
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This year the legislature passed a bill that allows eligible
students to attend public colleges and universities tuition
free, helping even more young people make their college
dreams come true.

The state budget provides funding to establish the
Excelsior Scholarship, a groundbreaking, first-of-its-kind
initiative to make SUNY and CUNY schools, such as
Kingsborough College and Brooklyn College, tuition-free
for New Yorkers who earn less than $100,000 annually.
Students who attend a private college in New York State
and earn less than $100,000 annually would also be
eligible for a scholarship award of $6,000.

If you would like additional information on this program,
please feel free to call my office for details.
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Dear Neighbor and Parents,

One of my main priorities is the education
and well-being of our community’s children.
As another school year beings, | wanted to
take this opportunity to let you know what
I have done this past legislative session
to improve New York City’s Schools and
improve education across the state.

Our children are the future of this city and
we must continue to support and enrich
them. From Pre-K to college prep, | am
proud of the investment we've made in our
school system.
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Sincerely, 5%,
T P

Peter J. Abbate, Jr. [A1515
Member of Assembly ||| &

District Office [/ =
6605 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11219

718-236-1764
Abbatep @ nyassembly.gov




Investing in Our Children’s Education
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This year’s state budget does just that — it invests in our kids and eliminates barriers so that every student can get
an education that helps shape their future. There’s truly no better investment than one in our kids. By giving our
schools the funding and resources they need, we can protect vital education programs and help our kids learn,
grow and get ahead.

The 2017-18 state budget increases education aid by $1 billion for a total of $25.7 billion, a 4.1 percent increase
from last year’s budget, reaffirming the Assembly Majority’s unrelenting commitment to putting every student on
their path to success. The budget also increases Foundation Aid by $700 million for a total of $17.2 billion.

The budget includes a $50 million increase in Community Schools Aid for a total of $150 million. This funding
allows schools to be converted into community schools that deliver valuable services to both students and families,
including offering critical support to at-risk children, strengthening neighborhoods and preventing the schools from
being taken over by the state.

Additionally, this budget includes:
e $817 million in total funding for prekindergarten programs;
* $35 million for after-school programs;

e $5 million to expand half-day and full-day prekindergarten for
3- and 4-year-olds in high-need school districts;

¢ $2 million for Advance Placement (AP) Test Assistance;

¢ $2 million for the Master Teachers Program;

* $400,000 for Excellence in Teaching Awards; and
* $300,000 for cyber bullying prevention.

To protect seniors’ hard-earned and well-deserved property tax relief, this budget rejected the executive proposal
to change the Enhanced STAR program by requiring all seniors eligible for the Enhanced STAR program to register
with the state and participate in the Income Verification Program.
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2017-2018 New York City School Calendar

September 7
9Hq7H

September 8
9H8sH

September 13
9H13H

September 21-22
9H21H-22H
September 26
9H26H

September 28
9H28H
October 9
10H9H

November 7
11H7H
November 9-10
11A9H-10H
November 13-14
11H13H-14H
November 15-16
11H15H-16H

November 23-24
11H23H-24H
November 29-30
11 H29H-30H

Dec. 25-January 1st
12H25H-1H1H
January 15
1H15H

January 26
1H26H
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First Day of School

Early Dismissal kindergarten

Partial day for pre-k
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First full day for kindergarten.
Partial day for pre-k
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Elementary School: Parent Teacher
Conferences
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Rosh Hashanah (Schools Closed)
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Middle School: Parent Teacher
Conferences

o s REEHTEE

High School: Parent Teacher Conferences
E s KRBTSR

Columbus Day Observed

(Schools Closed)
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Election Day (Schools Closed)
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High School: Parent Teacher Conferences
s KRBT

District 75: Parent Teacher Conferences
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Elementary School: Parent Teacher
Conferences
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Thanksgiving Recess (Schools Closed)
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Middle School: Parent Teacher
Conferences
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Winter Recess (Schools Closed)
Fl (BERRR)

Dr. Martin Luther King Day

(Schools Closed)
BTHESEH (BRHRR)
Regent Scoring Day

(High School Students do not attend)
MaHitoH  (EHPEEAS EFR)

January 29
1H29H

January 30
1H30H

Feb 16-23
2H16H-23H

March 6-7
3HeH-7H

March 8-9
3HsH-9H
March 12-13
3H12H-13H
March 14-15
3H14H-15H

March 30- April 6
3H30H-4H6H
May 3

sH3H

May 9

5H9H

May 23
5H23H

May 28
5H28H
June 7
6H7H
June 11

6H11H

June 15
6H15H
June 22
6H22H

June 26
6H26H

Chancellor’'s Conference Day
(High School Students do not attend)
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Spring Term Beings for HS Students
A B LS

Lunar New Year & Midwinter Recess
(Schools Closed)
BB R AR (M)
Middle School: Parent Teacher
Conferences
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High School: Parent Teacher Conferences
s KRBTSR

District 75: Parent Teacher Conferences
FIoERE - KRBT
Elementary School: Parent Teacher
Conferences

/N R

Spring Recess (Schools Closed)
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High School: Parent Teacher Conferences
B REHET G

Middle School: Parent Teacher
Conferences

LIRS 2 Gk
Elementary School: Parent Teacher
Conferences
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Memorial Day (Schools Closed)

BB H (BRI

Anniversary Day (Students do not attend)
flaH (BEAR FRR

June Clerical Day

(Elementary, middle school and
D75 students to not attend)
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Eid al-Fitr (Schools Closed)
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Regents Rating Day

(High School Students do not attend)
MaFFHH (EHEEREFR)
Last Day For All Students (Early Dismissal)
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6605 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11219
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Protecting Public Libraries

Public libraries are essential neighborhood assets, offering everything from books and educational materials,
to technology and job search tools to community programs. That’s why the Assembly Majority insisted that
libraries should not be left behind during this year’s state budget negotiations.

This year's New York State budget is an investment in our future that will continue moving our state forward,
and local libraries are a big part of this plan.

To that end, the enacted budget makes significant investments in libraries and library capital support to
improve building infrastructure, update technology and enhance equipment.
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