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Dear Neighbor,

I hope that this holiday season nds you and yours happy and healthy, and that the new year brings with it a promise of better
times to come.

In the weeks since my last newsletter to you, much has happened. Most notably, the Legislature has reached a resolution of sorts
to the budget de cit which threatened to force an interruption of state operations including the public service programs which many
rely on in their day-to-day lives. Our seniors are among those who rely on these important state programs, and it was my pleasure
to visit two of our senior centers in the days after our vote to approve the budget plan. | was able to personally deliver the news that
the Legislature had not been forced to cut funding for the state Of ce of the Aging as some had feared.

Included in this newsletter is a history of recent budget action, as well as an overview of predictions by my Assembly Ways and
Means Committee staff that state government will use as we move toward enacting a budget for the scal year beginning April 1.
Members of my Committee recently met with my fellow Assembly leaders and our economic advisors to discuss our forecasting of
the state and national economies and their impact on state revenues, the process of which I will tell you about in these pages. While
the number of layoffs nationwide is smaller compared to the numbers seen in recent months and we expect our economy to soon
begin its recovery, we fear that it may be some time before we see signi cant job growth. This jobless recovery could prove painful
for many, especially here in New York State.

I also have a story that will explain my efforts to secure the return of a key bus stop serving the Polo Grounds and the Harlem
River Houses. There is also my report on an effort to resolve longstanding traf c¢ problems by making parts of 157th Street near
Broadway into a one way street. It is my opinion that this change would improve pedestrian safety and help with the traf ¢ backups
this area is known for.

As you may know, the 2010 federal Census will soon begin collecting information about our community, and the data that is collected
will not only allow us to learn more about our community and how this area is changing, but will also help determine the aid and services
Northern Manhattan receives from the government. Next

month, I will join with Borough President Scott Stringer at a H ap py an d h ealthy N ew Year

series of four Town Hall meetings throughout the community

to talk about the Census and how the information collected
will affect our lives for the next decade. | hope that you will ‘ % . w
take the time to participate in this important undertaking. :

Until then, have a
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