
Dear Friends,

On Sunday NYS Supreme Court Justice, Janet Malone, administered the oath of office when I was
 sworn in to officially begin another term as your Assemblymember. I am truly grateful for the
 confidence you have placed in me to respond to the challenges affecting all of us in the 97th

 Assembly District. We must focus on the issues essential to the economic well being and quality of
 life of every individual and family in Rockland County and NY State, but we must also look beyond
 ourselves and our community because this moment in our nation’s history is unprecedented for the
 significance of its unique challenges and opportunities. I know that together we can and indeed must do what
 may be challenging, but is essential in order to assure the future for our children, our families, and this nation.

-Ellen-

Opposing the President’s Supreme Court Nominee

I stand with my democratic colleagues in opposition to President Trump’s nomination of Judge Neil Gorsuch to the United States Supreme
 Court. Judge Gorsuch’s rulings do not support equality and civil rights for all Americans but rather empower corporations instead of real
 people. The seat vacated by the death of Justice Scalia should have been filled, as it has been throughout our nation’s history, by the
 sitting president, Barrack Obama. The Supreme Court has accelerated this nation’s progress and advanced equality. We cannot risk filling
 a stolen seat on the Supreme Court with a nominee who will roll back the progress we’ve made. Click here to read my full statement:

Family Planning Advocates Day of Action

New York has a long and progressive history of protecting reproductive health and rights. On
 Family Planning Advocates Day of Action in Albany I promised that the Assembly Majority will
 keep fighting to make sure our health plans continue to cover preventive services — including
 cancer screenings, mammograms, and  contraception. We can no longer rely solely on federal
 protections to ensure our rights to basic healthcare. The ability to plan when, or if, to have a
 child is a right everyone must have equal access to. Contraception is a vital component of
 healthcare that should be available  to every individual no matter their income level. Watch the
 video of my speech.

Rejecting the Executive Order on Immigration

I strongly reject President Trump’s Executive Order suspending immigration from seven predominantly Muslim countries and applaud the
 ACLU for winning a national stay for all those people entering the country with valid visas and green cards. We are a country founded on
 the pursuit of liberty and a nation of immigrants--discrimination and intolerance have no place in our democracy. We owe it to ourselves
 as a civilized society to stand up in the face of fear, divisiveness, racism and hatred.

 PSC Decision Rejects Suez Rate Proposal

While I applaud the PSC’s unprecedented decision to modify the Suez Joint Proposal, I am disappointed in its treatment of the
 desalination plant costs, which will reduce the burden of those costs on the ratepayers
 only slightly, I am also extremely disappointed that the PSC has allowed Suez to fully
 recover $53.7 million in desalination costs plus interest, which will be charged to and
 paid for by Rockland ratepayers. The decision also requires Suez to take additional
 steps to address concerns about water quality, increase incentives for water
 conservation, and reduce leaks.  I hope that Suez will work collaboratively with the
 Water Taskforce and the community to maximize water conservation.

Governor Signs East Ramapo Board Member Bill

I am pleased that the Governor
 signed into law legislation I sponsored to allow East Ramapo School Board member,
 Sabrina Charles-Pierre, to serve the full two-year term to which she was elected.
 Effective immediately, the law corrects what the board president himself described as
 an “administrative failure” that disenfranchised the voters of East Ramapo. Without the
 full-protections of the federal Voting Rights Act, it is more important than ever to ensure
 that in every election at every level, voters in New York State are not discriminated
 against or disenfranchised.
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