NEW YORKERS FOR ACTIVE TRANSPORYATION

NIY]4]AIT.

Testimony of Parkis & I'rails New York (PTNY)
& New Yorkers for Active Transportation (NY4AT)
ti the Joint Legislative Pablic Hearing on the
2015-16 Executive Budget Propasal

Parks&Trails

NEWYORK

‘Transportation

Respectfully subsmiitted by
Jismex Meerdink, Project Conrdinitor
Parks & Trails New York
January 29, 2015

Thank you for the opporfunity to speak on behalf of Mew York's bicyelists and walkers, and in
suppoit of the Infrastructure that supparts their active transporiation choices — thousandy of miles

of greemways, multi-use trails, bike fanes and sideweatks in communities aerosy the siale.

T am James Meerdink, Project Coordinator at Parks & Trails New York. Ior 30 years, Parks &
Trails New York has been the leading advecaie for parks and trails throughout the stale. We have

worked with hundreds of commumities io creaie, promote, and protect a system of parks,

grccnways, bike paths, and trails that benefit all New Yorkoers.

Iz 2013, Parks & Trails New York joined the New York Bicycling Coalilion (NYRC), Tri-Siate
Transportation Campaign (TSTC) and other bicycle-pedesirian advocates to form New Yorkers

for Active Transportation (NY4A'D), a coalilion dedicated to sceuring cquitable funding for non-
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molorized transportation, such as trails, bike lanes, and sidewalks. Today, I will be speaking on

behalf of this coalition, whose patiners have revicwed these remarks, -

We are foriunate that for more than two decades lederal transportation bills have provided New
York communitics with the funds to build bicycle and pedestrian paths, sidewalks, bike lancs,
and other infrastruciure thal encourages persons of all ages and abilities to cngage in bicycling
and walking. We are espeeially pleased with the Governer’s announcement of federal funding
for 131 bicycle, pedestrian and trail projects in January and October of 2014, These investiments
will support conmmunity tevilalization, atlract knowledge workers, improve guality of life, and

conlribule (o improved health in communities across the siate,

However, the future of federal funding lor bicyele and pedestrian projecls is uncertain as
Congress considers reauthorization of the current federal transpertation bill, MAP-21, this
spring, MAP-21 represeated a 309 reduction in lunding for bicycle and pedestrian programs
compared to the previous federal tramsporlation bill. ‘There is no guarantee that the new federal
transportation legislation will remedy this situation. In fact, we may nol sec any dedicated
funding [or these projects in the next federal transportation bill, All of this comes at a time when
we hear [rom local officials across the state thal (hey arc cager to build infrastructure hat
supports bicycling and walking in (heir communities. Comnumity-level bicycle and pedestrian
infrastructure can ofier unparatleled recrcational opportunities, generate fourist revenue, improve

conrmunity health and make downtown business districls more vibrant and appealing.

In light of the uncertainty surrounding lederal funding, the Legislature should act to sct aside
dedicaled lunding Lo support the developinent of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in our
cilies, villages, and towns. Presently, bicycle, pedestrian, and irail projects represent less than
two percent of New York™s timsporiation lunding. With demand higher than ever, New York
should be increasing (he level of funding for these projecis. We ask fhat pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure projects receive a continnons, dedicated funding of $20 million annually, in FY
2015-2016 and beyond. This amownt will returs funding levels to those enjayed in New York
before the federal govermment's 30% decrease, -
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Why should the State fund active iransportation infrastructure?

Becanse we must:

Ensure that all communities have “Complete Streets™ — with hike lanes, sidewalfs,
traffic calming mensures, crosswalks and nearby mulfl-use trails — that promote safety
and accessibility.

Lveryone, regardless of age or ability, should have the opportunity (o safely walk and
bike every day, However, currently, 20% of ali fataliiies on New York's roads invelve
bicyclisls and pedestrians, the highest rate in the nation and 12% higher than the national
average. Bicycle and pedesirian investments are cssential to the long-lerm health and

safcty of our citizens.

Clase the remaining gops in the 360-mife Erie Canalivay Frail.

Stretching from Buffalo o Albany, the Eric Canalway Trail is the backbone of the state’s
trail system. With 280 miles now open to the public, thie Erie Canalway Trail is more than
78% complete and on its way to becoming a premier lourist destination for cyclists and
ather ontdoor cnthusiasts as well as the longest (rail of its kind in the nation. It is PTNY’s
goal to have the remaining 80 miles of trail under construction or in design by the

bicentennial of the stari of construction of the Trie Canal i 2017,

PTNY’s recent study of the economic impact ol the Eric Canalway Trail found that the
trail contributes $253 willion to the state’s cconomy and supporis 3,440 jobs. Howcever,
the LBrie Cunalway Tratl can neither realize its full potential as a world-class tourism
destination nor offer maximnm economic benefif 1o he mote than 200 communities

along {is length until it is coimpleted as an of=road trail.

Here are sone statistics.

e Trails and communtity infrovtructure that promete bicycling and walking contribute fo

kealthy cormmunities nnd lower healtheare costs for individaals und local governments.
Annual obesity-related costs in New York State arc cstimated at more than $11.§ billion
per year, $4.3 billion of which is funded by Medicaid. That’s an impottant mamber
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because New Yorkers® state and local taxes pay haif ol that Medicaid cost - - money

which could be used lor other goveramental scrvices.! .

Bicycle and pedesteiun infrastructure projects create jobs - morce jobs per federal doflar
than road-anly highway constraction.

A Universily of Massachusetis study demonstrated that “road-only™ projects created 7.8
jobs per 31 million spent, while “bicycling only™ and “pedesirian-only™ projects provided
11.4 and 10 jobs, respectively, per million doHars of spewding, 2

Trails, bike paths and walkable, bike-able communities nre key assets in helping the

stafe and localitivs atfract fax-paying businesses and a high-gnalify workforce.

In “the new New York”, trails and walkable, bike-able communities are what companies

and young prolessionals are seeking when deciding to relocate. Of those “Milleninials”

that we wanl 1o attract and retain:

s two-thirds scck walkable places and town centers, even if they preler to ive ina
suburb,

s 26 percent do nol have a driver’s license, and

s 45 percent report making a conscious ellorl 1o replace driving with alteriative forms

of ransporlation.?

Sidewalks and other pluces to walk such as trails ranf; as one of the fop prioritics with
home buyers.

The 2013 Communitly Preference Survey, conducted on behalf of the National
Association of Realtors, found 80% of those polled considered huving sidewatks and

places to take a walk one of their top priorities when deciding where they would like to

L Office of the State Compiroller, Thomas P, BiMapeli, Soaring Health Care Costs EHlightight Need To Addiess
Childhood Ohesity, October 2012,

 Gaett-Peltisr, Tleidi, Pedestrion and Bicyefe Infraciricture: A Naffonal Study of Emplayment fnpacis, Political
Eeonomy Research Institule, University of Massachuascits Amberst, June 2011,

Pehttpe A 3InEuSproTvhmx clowdlront setfamericabikes/pages/ | 99/ atachiments/oripinalf i 242930066/PERI_Nail 5t
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¥ Bonfighl, Waid, “Why smarior land use can help eitics atteact and retain yorsg adults,” NRDC Switchboard,
Fobruary |, 2013, hlip:dswitchboard nrde orgfblogsdcbenfieldfwiny sinarter_land wse_can helphiml
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live, This was an increase from the 2011 Community Preference Survey. Also, places to
walk ranked higher than “high quality public schools,” which was selected by 74% of . . .

sarvey respondents.?

Whilc the future of federal Tunding Jor active transporiation is in doubt, the State’s ability to act
Liets not been curfailed. MAP-21 pave states the flexibiity to sct their own priorities and to shift
funding le address safety and accessibility poals. In addition to dedicated funding, New Yoik
State can do that ihrough Lhe Depactiment of Transpeniation’s 5-year Capital Plan, which is
currcntly being develeped. This Plan is an essenlial tool for advancing goals such as increased
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. [lowever, NYSDOT s 5-year Capital Plan is net currently
submitied through the normal budget process. e calfl on the Legisiatare fo establivh 4 more
opei hinlgeting process for NYSDOT's vperating and capital budgets. The Mefropolitan
Transporfation Auflorily has a statutory date on which they muost release theirv S-year Capifal
Plan; NYSDOYT shoald have a similar requirement in order fo ensure ample time for the

public und legislators to give the document their full consideration.

Finally, to support New York’s expunding role as a leader in bicycle-related tourism, we surge
the Legisfafure te support roll-on bicycle service on all Amifrak passenger trains. Because
Amirak serves all the major cities along the Erie and Champlait Canalway Trails and in he
Hudson Valley, many cyclists wish lo cycle one way and lake (he Irain back (o their stavling
location. Unfortunately, despite the fact that bicyeles arc allowed on trains in other parts of the
country, Auntrak prohibits bikes from being rolicd onto the Maple Leaf, Emmpire Service,
Adirondack and Vermonter rams. We urge the Legislatne Lo lake a strong position in suppord
of roll-on hike service, as presently it is a lost revenue opporlunily lor Amtrak and the many

comununities that Amtrak scives.

Closing
Active transporiation is an essential element of the slale’s historic commilment to a

transportation systain that prioritizes safety of uscrs, cconomic developinent, and accessibility

¥ National Assoctation of Realtors, 2673 Community Preference Survep, designed ard administered by American
Strategies and Myers Researcl: | Stratepic Services, LLC in Septeinber 2013,
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for all New Yorkers. This commilment must be matched by funding that enables local
communilies io butld and maintain road, sidewalk and trail networks (hat support quality of life -
lor residents - - rogardless of the ebb and flow of federn! transportation dollars. Demand for this

infragtructure has never been greater,

Today we look to you for an investment in active transporlation in the form $20 million in
dodicated funding in the FY 2015-16 state budgel for bicyele-pedestrian projects. We alse wge
you ta Clase the Gapy in the Frie Canalway T'rail, with funding that will allow design and
construction on the remaining 80 miles in time for the 2017 bicentenmial of the start of the Lrie
Canal’s construction. These investments will promote a healthier and safer population, more

local travel choices, an attractive climale for business, and incrcased tourisim.

Parks & Trails New York, and our partners in the New Yorkers (or Active Iransportation
coalition, the New York Bicycling Coalition and Tri State Transportation Camipaign, look
forward to werking with the Legislalure and the state’s fransportation agencies lo improve the

eltechiveness and safety of our sharcd fransportation system.
T'hank you!
For more infonination, pleasc contact:
James Mceerdink, Projeet Coordinator
Parks & ‘I'rails New York

imeerdink{@piny Hry
(518) 4341583
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