
Sepsis Bill Signed & Press Conference at P.S. 150Q
It has been a great honor to work with the Staunton family on developing Chapter 347 
of the laws of 2017 (A. 6053A) on sepsis awareness and education. I want to thank 
Governor Cuomo for signing Rory Staunton’s law. Rory was a wonderful young man 
who was taken from us by a deadly infection. His parents, Orlaith and Ciaran Staunton, 
have bravely dedicated themselves to making changes and educating others to save 
lives. This new law will do just that and ensure that other children and parents receive 
the information they need to recognize when someone has sepsis. Information about the 
Rory Staunton Foundation can be found here: rorystauntonfoundationforsepsis.org

Dear Neighbor:
Please find updates from 
my work in Albany and our 
community.  It is an honor to 
represent wonderful people 
in the many neighborhoods 
of western  Queens.  This 
newsletter highlights the 
commitment of one family, 
the Staunton family, in 
making a positive difference 
despite a horrible tragedy.  
As we face the new year, 
my wish is for a peaceful, 
happier time for our families, 
city, state and beloved 
country.  Let me know 
your concerns, opinions, 
and questions at one of 
my mobile district offices, 
state fairs,  or community 
meetings.  Or write, call or 
email. My pledge for 2018, in 
both Albany and our district, 
is to keep dialogue going and 
listen to your concerns. Have 
a wonderful New Year. 

Sincerely,

Catherine Nolan 
Member of Assembly
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NOLAN LEGISLATION SIGNED  
INTO LAW BY THE GOVERNOR

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan, Ciaran Staunton, NYS Chancellor Betty 
Rosa and Orlaith Staunton.

(L to R): Regent Judith Chin, Queens Representative, NYS Board of Regents; 
Orlaith Staunton; Carmen Parache, Principal, P.S. 150Q; Ciaran Staunton; State 
Education Department Commissioner MaryEllen Elia; NYS Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan; and NYS Chancellor Betty A. Rosa.  



FIGHTING FOR OUR DISTRICT

(L to R): Dionne Jaggon, Principal, P.S. 111Q; NYS Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan; Dr. Philip Composto, Superinten-
dent, District 30; NYC Department of Education, Chancellor 
Carmen Farina; Amy Arundell, UFT Queens Borough Rep-
resentative; Barbara Mylite, District 30 Representative, UFT; 
and Melanie La Rocca, NYC School Construction Authority.

Members of the Kerim family, Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan 
with Joseph Conley, Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
and State Senator Michael Gianaris.

New Kitchen & Cafeteria for P.S. 111Q in Long Island City
For many years, P.S. 111Q did not have adequate kitchen space and was forced to heat up the food for 
students on hot plates. This was simply unacceptable and year after year, the NYC Department of Education 
refused to upgrade the facility. Several years ago, I was able to secure over $1 million in state funds to 
build and renovate a new cafeteria space and kitchen for the students of P.S. 111Q.

Street Renaming for Lily Gavin

Luis Alban, Secretary CEC24; Madeline Chan, Superintendent, 
District 24; Henry Choi, 1st Vice-President, CEC 24; NYC Chan-
cellor Carmen Farina; Dmytro Fedkowskyj, Co-President, Commu-
nity Education Council District 24; Lucy Accardo, Co-President, 
Community Education Council District 24; Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan; and Carl Chiaramonte, Treasurer, CEC 24.

CEC 24 Town Hall with Chancellor Carmen Farina 

Nolan gets state funds to eliminate school trailers.  
State pays for additions

Assembly Education Committee on 
School Facilities
I recently convened a hearing of the NYS Assembly Education 
committee to examine the current state of New York’s school 
infrastructure and facilities. The committee took testimony to study 
new ways to support, improve and modernize New York State’s 
schools. As Chair of the Assembly Education Committee, I look 
forward to reviewing this testimony with members of the committee 
and will work to find solutions in the next Legislative session. Our 
students deserve the very best facilities in order to learn in a positive 
teaching environment.

Nolan attended the celebration to remove trailers from I.S. 125Q.  
With Joseph Conley, Carol Masiello, Charles Simic and Madeline 
Taub-Chan.  

Marion Jeffries, 
President, 
LIC/Astoria 
NAACP; NYS 
Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan; 
Dionne Jaggon, 
Principal, P.S. 
111Q; and several 
students from  
P.S. 111Q.



Engine 286 – 
Proclamation for  
Fire fighter Tolley
It was an honor to present a 
resolution with Assemblyman 
Mike Miller to Engine 286/
Ladder 135 in Glendale, 
Queens recognizing the 
heroic sacrifice of firefighter 
William Tolley. He will 
long be remembered in 
the Ridgewood Glendale 
community. I will continue 
to advocate for additional fire 
service and safety measures 
for all firefighters and our 
communities. 

FIGHTING FOR OUR DISTRICT

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Assemblyman Michael Miller, Matthew Desjardin 
of the Uniformed Firefighters Association and several firefighters of Engine 286/Ladder 135.

Woodside on the Move Rally  
with Tenants
I recently attended a rally with many tenants 
who live in apartments owned and operated 
by Cosmopolitan Houses. These tenants are 
concerned that the landlord is using the “Major 
Capital Improvement” (MCI) section of the 
housing law to artificially raise the rents of their 
units. After hearing this, my office wrote a letter 
to NYS Homes and Community Renewal which 
reviews an application for a rent increase.

Inquilinos en la manisfestación 
Move en Woodside
Recientemente, asistí a la manifestación con 
muchos de mis inquilinos que viven en los 
apartamentos que pertenecen y son operados 
por Cosmopolitan Houses. Estos inquilinos están 
preocupados porque su casero está utilizando la 
sección de “Mejoras Capitales Mayores” (MCI, por sus siglas en inglés) de la Ley de Vivienda para aumentar artificialmente los 
alquileres de sus unidades. Después de escuchar esto, mi oficina escribió una carta a la Oficina de Renovación de Comunidades 
y Viviendas del Estado de Nueva York, la cual evalúa una solicitud para el aumento del alquiler.

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan participating in a rally with 
tenants in Woodside.

La asambleísta Catherine Nolan participa en una manifestación 
junto a inquilinos en Woodside.

Bishop Taylor 30th Pastoral Anniversary
Congratulations to my friend Bishop Mitchell Taylor on 
your 30th Pastoral Anniversary. Your personal commitment, 
accomplishments, dedication and vision inspire us all. 
Congratulations to you and Center of Hope Church for everything 
you do for our community. 

Marion Jeffries, President, LIC/Astoria NAACP; State Senator 
Michael Gianaris; NYC Councilman Costa Constantinides; 
Bishop Mitchell Taylor; and Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan.

Congressman Joseph Crowley meets with Aaron Greenberg 
and his family including his father Ira, his mother Ellen, brother 
Jason and Grandmother Jeannie Young. 

Aaron Greenberg recognized  
as a Presidential Scholar 
My long time staffer Ira Greenberg and his family celebrated his son 
Aaron being recognized as a Presidential Scholar. Congratulations 
to Ira, Ellen and Aaron on this wonderful achievement.
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Development at 44th Drive in Long Island City
These proposed buildings are too massive 
for this area and fail to take advantage of the 
waterfront city-owned property on a variety of 
uses that are needed in the Long Island City 
neighborhood. I have heard from several civic 
groups and community leaders in the area that 
additional green space and parkland is needed 
for the Hunters Point and Long Island City 
community. As we continue to address climate 
change, this parcel of land would be a perfect 
opportunity for the city to make good on this 
request and develop it as parkland.

Landmarking in Ridgewood 
I support any and all efforts to Landmark, 
downzone and preserve our communities in 
Western Queens. I support and strongly endorse 
the Ridgewood Property Owners request to 
landmark additional area in the historical section 
of Ridgewood. Landmarking our neighborhood 
will not only preserve it but also protect it from 
additional unfettered irresponsible development. 
Over the last several years, I have seen 
buildings which include 1874 Hart Street and 
475 Woodward Avenue being altered, changed 
and raised to a higher scale. In addition, 455 
Onderdonk which was originally a 2 family with 
a commercial garage is now being transformed 
into a five story building. Landmarking more of 
our Ridgewood community would prevent many 
of these unwarranted alterations and prevent the 
construction of much larger developments that 
further tax our existing infrastructure. 

Mobile MetroCard Bus in District 
My office will continue to arrange for the MTA MetroCard Bus to stop 
in the district on the second Thursday of every month from 10:00 a.m. – 
12:00 Noon. It is located near or around the intersection of 41st Street and 
Queens Blvd. in Sunnyside. The bus will provide many services including 
applying for or refilling a Reduced-Fare MetroCard, buying or refilling 
a regular MetroCard or asking a MetroCard-related question. For more 
information please contact our district office at 718-784-3194.

Homeless Shelters in Sunnyside and Western Queens 
As has been reiterated by myself and colleagues many times, the use of hotels as shelters 
is inappropriate. Hotel rooms cannot serve as functional living spaces, do not provide 
adequate space or services for families with children, are frequently located far from 
basic amenities and mass transit, and are unsuitable for long term use. 

Our community has had a longstanding one on Borden Avenue, a new one at 3317 
Greenpoint Avenue in the City View Inn, the Verve at 4003 29th street in Dutch Kills, 
which continues to receive complaints for poor management and the Best Western on 
Hunters Point Avenue in Sunnyside. 

I have introduced a bill to require that every shelter regardless of it being permanent 
or emergency designation have a full-fledged Community Advisory Board (CAB). 
Establishing a CAB would help improve outreach, and create a bridge between the 
community groups, civic leaders, elected officials, our local community board and most 
importantly our residents. This would also allow members of the community a forum in 
which to bring quality of life issues, create a better collaborative relationship between 
the community and the provider, create programs that would truly help the residents 
of the shelter, allow for any notification of important changes that occur at the shelter 
to be received by the community and most importantly encourage trust between the 
city, the provider, and the local community. 

Chronic Dumping in Maspeth 
I have written several letters to the NYC Department of Sanitation in regard to the 
chronic dumping in several locations in Maspeth:

1) By the curb and sidewalk of 60th Street;

2) Garbage on both sides of the 60th Street bridge (section that goes over the railroad 
tracks between 60th Drive and 60th Court); and

3) Garbage on both sides on the Andrews Avenue bridge (section that goes over the 
railroad tracks between 59th Place and 56th Street).

This chronic, illegal dumping causes many issues for our community including attracting 
bugs, rats and other vermin. I will continue to monitor this situation and update you 
again in the next newsletter. Feel free to reach out to me if you have any locations 
where chronic dumping occurs. Our office is here to help. 


