
Dear Neighbor:

I am happy to be 
sharing my latest 
newsletter with you; 
please find within it the 
most recent updates 
from Albany and our 
community. If you 
have any questions 
or concerns, do not 
hesitate to call, drop by 
our office, or send me 
an email at nolanc@
nyassembly.gov. 

Sincerely,

Catherine Nolan 
Member of Assembly
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ALBANY UPDATE

Education Rally
As we continue to be mindful of the landmark Campaign for 
Fiscal Equity decision, we must do all we can to advocate 
for our great state to keep its promise by providing the $4.4 
billion still owed to our schools. As Chair of the Assembly 
Education Committee, I know that it is critical that our state 
make the necessary investment to ensure that every child 
is provided with the tools for success.

We must make certain that our public schools are adequately 
funded, and that all 700+ school districts therein can provide 
a satisfactory education, to the benefit of all our students.

Information from

Catherine Nolan
Helping Our Community

Please find two bills that I have introduced for this Legislative Session: 

Requiring School Crossing Guards
A.9802 – A bill to require a minimum of one crossing guard for each school of 500 elementary 
and middle school students or more in New York City. This bill addresses an issue raised by 
the Community Education Council for District 24, which covers Ridgewood, Sunnyside, and 
Maspeth. The CEC 24 was having difficulty having just one school crossing guard assigned 
to schools adjacent to busy streets. As traffic and congestion become challenging near our 
schools, we need to ensure that our children are protected everywhere in our City. 

Advisory Boards to be Mandated for Homeless Shelters
A.5172 – This bill requires New York City to establish a Community Advisory Board for every 
homeless shelter, and that the meetings of the advisory boards must be open to the public and 
must comply with the open meetings law. Even where advisory boards have been established 
by the City, they have restricted the attendance at such meetings excluding people and local 
newspapers from attending. This bill would make community advisory boards mandatory and 
their meetings open to the public.

This will allow for a more open discussion regarding issues of concern to the community and 
shelter residents fostering understanding and support. This has worked in places such as the 
Borden Avenue Veterans residence which has been in Long Island City for decades.

Nolan Legislation

Meeting with Seniors
I am always happy to welcome constituents 
in Albany. It was great seeing many senior 
citizens from Queensbridge Houses.



AROUND OUR DISTRICT

Astoria/LIC NAACP  
Annual Freedom Fund Luncheon 

Thank you to Marion Jeffries and the Astoria/LIC NAACP for 
organizing this wonderful annual banquet commemorating the 
work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In my 30 years of representing 
our communities, I have attended this event almost every year it 
has been held; it is important that we continue to support this local 
chapter of the NAACP, and keep it strong. Congratulations to 
honoree TA President, April Simpson, for her great contributions 
to our community.

Meeting with Access Queens 
I recently met with Melissa Orlando, Brandon Mosley, Joseph 
Anastasio, and Mitch Waxman of Access Queens. We spoke about 
many issues including mass transit, the 7 line, and the impending 
L train shutdown. I look forward to working more closely together, 
and to advocating alongside them, to ensure that our communities in 
Western Queens receive the service that is needed. All of us deserve 
a fully functioning, reliable public transit system.  

African American History Month  
Celebration at Astoria Houses  

Family Literacy Event at Jacob Riis

Mobile Office Hours

Sunnyside Chamber of  
Commerce Meeting 

I attended the Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce’s monthly meeting 
at Tito Rad’s Grill in Sunnyside. I always look forward to speaking 
with our business owners. Thank you to Chamber President Manny 
Gomez, and Executive Director Patricia Dorfman, for inviting me 
to address the chamber. 

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan; Edwin Cadiz, Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan’s Office and member of Queens Community Board 1; Dr. Sharon Cadiz; 
NYC Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer; Aiysha Mayfield, Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan’s Office; Keisha Johnson, State Senator Michael Gianaris Office; Bishop 
Mitchell Taylor, Urban Upbound & Pastor of Center of Hope Church; and several 
members of the LIC/Astoria NAACP.

Marion Jeffries, President, LIC/Astoria NAACP; State Senator Michael Gianaris; 
Councilman Costa Constantinides; Bishop Mitchel Taylor; and Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan. 

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan and members of the Sunnyside Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Assemblywoman Nolan with Diane Ballek and a Sunnyside resident. 

La-Vena Francis, Executive Director, Ridgewood YMCA; Officer Charles Sadler, 
Community Affairs, 104th Precinct; Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan; and Kathy 
O’Sullivan, Chair, Ridgewood YMCA Board of Directors.

State Fair at  
Sunnyside Community Services

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan speaking with members of the FDNY.

Tara Chester, Queens District Attorney’s Office; Officer Justin Lugo, 108th 
Police Precinct; Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan; Officer Elidon Gani, 
Crime Prevention, 108th Police Precinct; Diane Ballek, President, 108th 
Precinct Community Council & Assemblywoman Nolan’s Office. 

Judy Zangwill, Executive Director, Sunnyside Community Services; 
Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan; Ellen Young; and Jeannie Young.

Last November, I hosted a State Fair at Sunnyside Community 
Services which brought representatives from more than twenty 
agencies and community groups to connect with Sunnyside 
seniors and constituents. These events provide a great 
opportunity for the residents of our communities to explore 
what services city and state agencies have to offer, to ask 
questions, and to receive information for themselves, their 
neighbors, and their families. I was happy that over 100 seniors 
and neighbors participated in this event. 

Bishop Mitchell Taylor  
30th Pastoral Anniversary

Congratulations to Bishop Taylor on your 30th Pastoral Anniversary. 
Your personal accomplishments, your commitment, dedication, and 
your vision are an inspiration to us all. Congratulations to you and 
to the Center of Hope Church.

Congratulations to all of the well-deserved honorees who 
continue to make great contributions to our communities 
in Western Queens. Thank you to NYC Councilman Costa 
Constantinides for his leadership on this wonderful annual 
event at Astoria Houses in which I was so happy to join in 
cosponsoring. It was a pleasure to be all together in celebrating 
African American History Month at Astoria Houses.

Keynote Speaker at Taste of Ridgewood
I was honored to be the keynote speaker at the Annual Taste of 
Ridgewood event. Thank you to the Ridgewood YMCA, and all of the 
participating restaurants, community leaders, and residents for making 
this event a success. Congratulations to Officer Charles Sadler, for 
everything that he and the 104th Precinct have accomplished, and 
for what they do to support our residents and communities each 
day. The YMCA could not have chosen a more deserving honoree.

Nolan Women’s Event at  
LaGuardia Community College

I recently joined with LaGuardia Community College President 
Gail Mellow to hold our 8th Annual Women’s History Month 
Event. The event was held to celebrate Women’s History Month 
and recognize women leaders who have made a difference in our 
community. This year’s honorees included: Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato; Queens County Clerk Audrey Pheffer; 
NYC Department of Education Senior Deputy Chancellor Dr. 
Dorita Gibson; PS 111 Principal Dionne Jaggon; Dr. Moitri 
Savard, Queens West Health and Wellness; Tawanikka Smith, 
Assistant Director of Purchasing at LaGuardia Community 
College; Amy Dalsimer, Executive Director of College and 
Career Pathways Professional Development Institute at 
LaGuardia Community College; and Natalia Mosina, Professor 
Math & Engineering at LaGuardia Community College.

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan with Chris Hanway, Executive Director, 
Jacob Riis Settlement House and several parents and students who attended 
the event. Photo Credit: Chris Hanway

I had a wonderful time at a Family Literacy workshop at Jacob 
Riis. These workshops are great and I will continue to fight for 
adequate funding for this program. Congratulations to Jacob 
Riis Settlement House for hosting this wonderful event that 
will continue to empower our parents and children to learn 
and grow together.
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WORKING FOR YOU

Rally at 44th Drive
I joined the LIC Coalition, Hunters Point Civic Association, 
Court Square Civic Association, and the Justice for All 
Coalition to speak out against the city’s proposal to develop a 
parcel of public land at 44th Drive. This city’s current proposal 
is not acceptable. The area is also in a flood zone, and may lead 
to serious consequences during future storms. This property 
is also city-owned and any plans on its future must include 
ideas and alternatives that come directly from residents. 
Schools, parkland, green space, and community centers are 
many possibilities that I have heard, and the city has a great 
opportunity today to make good on these wonderful ideas. Our 
Long Island City community needs to stay united.

NYC Chancellor Carmen Farina visits 
Queens Vocational High School

Congratulations to Queens Vocational High School for 
participating in Career Exploration Month. I would like to 
commend Chancellor Fariña and Mayor de Blasio for their 
commitment to invest in career and technical education. My 
father graduated from Queens Vocational HS many years ago 
and had a great career in both the US Air Force and the phone 
company. It’s so important we provide young people today 
with good career paths.

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan and NYC Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
touring Queens Vocational High School.

Mobile MetroCard Bus in Sunnyside
As always, please know that my office will continue to arrange 
for the MTA MetroCard Bus to be present for the Sunnyside 
community. The bus is available on the second Thursday of 
each month from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon, and parks near the 
intersection of 41st Street and Queens Blvd. The bus provides 
many services, among them: help filling out the application 
for, or help refilling, Reduced-Fare MetroCards; buying or 
refilling regular MetroCards; and answering your MetroCard 
related questions. For more information, please contact our 
district office at 718-784-3194. 




