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Learning how to drive is a rite of passage for many young people, particularly those who
live in more rural and suburban areas having limited or no access to public transportation.
Driving a motor vehicle is a complex task that requires a driver’s full attention to safely navigate
streets and highways. The use of cell phones and electronic devices for texting and accessing the
Internet continues to grow, and unfortunately many drivers attempt to combine the tasks of
driving and texting, Numerous experts and studies have made it clear that the attention required
to engage in texting seriously detracts from a driver’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle.
For young drivers, reduced attention combined with inexperience and risk-taking behaviors can
have potentially deadly consequences. That is why the Committee enacted legislation calling for
the suspension or revocation of probationary and junior drivers’ licenses for the offenses of
driving while using mobile phones and personal electronic devices.

In 2014, the Committee will continue to explore ways to develop New York State’s
transportation system and improve its intermodal features in order to facilitate the movement of
people and goods throughout the State. The Committee also will continue its work on addressing
issues faced by the traveling public.

[ would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Committee for their
support of and contributions to this year’s legislative efforts. 1also wish to express my gratitude -
to the State agencies for their assistance and cooperation, and to the staff for their dedication and
hard work.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the members of the Committee, I want to thank you for your
encouragement and support of our efforts throughout the 2013 Session. With your continued
leadership, we look forward to a productive Legislative Session in 2014.

David F. Gantt, Chairman
Assembly Committee on Transportation
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