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APRIL 21, 2020 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Media Contact: Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov 
718-940-0428 

 

U.S. Senate Passes $484 Billion Relief Package 



(Today, the Senate approved additional aid for small businesses)   
 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

President issues Immigration Suspension; NYC creates Spiro Wave Bridge 
ventilators; Non-profit grants; Free financial counseling; and more! 

 

NYS Confirmed: 251,690 

NYS deaths: 14,828 

NYC confirmed: 139,325 

Brooklyn confirmed: 37,694 
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• NYS will allow elective outpatient treatment in 
counties and hospitals that do not have high risk of 
COVID-19 surge in the near term. 



• Restrictions on elective surgery will remain in place 
in Bronx, Queens, Rockland, Nassau, Clinton, Yates, 
Westchester, Albany, Richmond, Schuyler, 
Kings,Suffolk, New York, Dutchess, Sullivan, Ulster, 
Erie, Orange and Rensselaer Counties as the state 
continues to monitor the rate of new COVID-19 
infections in the region.   

• The Governor announced that today he will meet with 
President Trump at the White House to discuss testing.  

• Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul will be in charge 
of Western New York region to monitor public health 
and reopening strategy. 

• Former Lieutenant Governor Robert Duffy will serve as 
the Volunteer Special Advisor to coordinate Finger 
Lakes region and monitor public health and reopening 
strategy. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
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• The Mayor announced a new FDA approved Spiro Wave 
"Bridge" Ventilator created to help patients with "less 
severe respiratory symptoms." 

• The City is purchasing first 3,000 ventilator units 
for $10 million.   

• Ventilator is made by Boyce Technologies in 
Long Island City, Queens.  

• The ventilator cost is significantly less than full 
feature ventilators, costing $3,333 each versus 
usual $50,000 each. 

• NYC is building a strategic reserve of vital medical 
equipment and supplies to ensure that we are 
prepared for any future need. 

• This includes face shields, surgical gowns, tests kits, 
bridge ventilators. 



• Mayor thanked Owens-Minor and UPS for donating 1 
million square yards of American-made fabric to 
create 400,000 surgical gowns. 

• NYC will host a parade to celebrate healthcare workers 
once reopen. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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• 20 states are preparing to safely restart their economy. 
• The President and Senate negotiated a $484 Billion 

package. House will vote on the package tomorrow. 
• Over $300 Billion will be provided to Small 

Businesses and Paycheck Protection Program, $75 
billion aid to hospitals, $25 billion to COVID-19 
testing efforts. Federal government will put 
guidelines on who is eligible for small business loans 
to ensure that small businesses receive loans. For 
more information visit here. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/21/us/coronavirus-live-news-updates.html#link-5d43c1c5


• President announced an Executive Order 
to Temporarily suspend immigration in the U.S. for 
60 days. 

• USNS Comfort Ship will return to Virginia from New 
York to go to next state in need. 

 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE UPDATE 
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If you have a child and did not file a 2018 or 2019 tax return, 
you must register your child on the IRS non-filer 
form by noon tomorrow, April 22 nd , to receive the 
additional $500 per child in your stimulus payment. If this is 
not completed you will only receive $ 1,200 and, by law, "the 
additional $500 per eligible child amount would be paid in 
association with a return filing for tax year 2020." 
 

Furthermore, if you are a  Social Security or Railroad 
Retirement Benefit Recipients with children you must 



also register your child on the IRS website by noon 
tomorrow to receive the additional $500 per child. 
 

The form can be completed here. 
 

NON PROFIT GRANTS 
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Due to funding from the Cares Act,  The National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) will award funds 
to nonprofit arts organizations facing economic 
hardships due to COVID-19. If a nonprofit cultural 
organization received support from the NEA in the last four 
fiscal years, they are eligible to apply for a direct grant. The 
deadline to apply for the grant is tomorrow, April 
22 nd . Apply here. 

 

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.arts.gov/grants/apply-grant/grants-organizations


FREE FINANCIAL COUNSELING 
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New York City Financial Empowerment 
Center counselors are proovding free financial counceling to 
thot those experiencing financial challenges. Schedule an 
appointment here. 

 

BURGLARY PREVENTION TIPS 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dca/consumers/get-free-financial-counseling.page


  

THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
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During these unprecedented and difficult times, we thank 
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines. 
Today, we thank our Sanitation workers for keeping our 
communities clean. 

 

AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office, fill 
out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 

It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 

Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test  (888-364-3065 ). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ). 
 

Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 

Free Internet Services: 

Charter is offering free specturm broadband and WiFi 
access  for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call  844-488-8395 . 

Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 
 

In-District Businesses open/closed : Provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID : Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed: Provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation : Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

Small Businesses: 

For resources on business grants and loans, visit here. 
 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-21-20---Senate-Passes--484-Billion-Relief-Package.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=VHVWcVdJMFY
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-21-20---Senate-Passes--484-Billion-Relief-Package.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=VHVWcVdJMFY
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-21-20---Senate-Passes--484-Billion-Relief-Package.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=VHVWcVdJMFY
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/covid19-business-outreach.page


  

STAY INFORMED 
 



 

 

 

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health 
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I 
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and 
safety of our families first. 
 

Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must 
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or 
discriminate against others. 
 

For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s 
novel coronavirus hotline at  1-888-364-3065 . For continuous 
updates, you can visit the following websites: 
 

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 

 

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly 
updates on COVID-19. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.who.int/


New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates  Here  and Ask 
 

Questions About COVID-19  Here 
 

New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New 
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law  Here  

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 

Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the  Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 

(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees:  Housing, Government Operations, 

Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on 

Women's Issues and sits on  Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and 
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 

Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning  immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 

centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other 
issues affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her website: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-updates
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/form/ask-us-a-question
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/paid-sick-leave-covid-19-impacted-new-yorkers
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

