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2024
IN REVIEW

MELANIE'S LAW

On Feb. 28, | joined my colleagues and Cheryl Chianese, Melanie's mother, to call for the passage
of “Melanie’s Law"" to strengthen domestic violence protections.2 Melanie's life was tragically
taken by her mother's ex-boyfriend while he was under supervised release pending sentencing
after pleading quilty to a domestic violence felony. Melanie's Law would allow courts to issue
orders of protection for family members of victims of domestic violence, regardless of age.

VETERANS FUNDS

On April 9, my colleagues and I urged the governor to end the unlawful practice of withholding
donated tax check-off funds from veteran service agencies and release them immediately. In
May, New York State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli released a report disclosing that millions
of dollars in taxpayer-donated funds meant for veterans are being held back. This money has
languished unused for years—an unacceptable oversight that deprives veterans of critical
assistance. It's time to streamline the process of getting funds out, promote transparency

and create accountability by making sure all veteran-related tax check-off programs are
administered by the Department of Veterans' Services instead of multiple agencies, eliminating
miles of bureaucratic red tape to ensure veterans get what they deserve. | appreciate the
sacrifice of all the men and women who have served or are currently serving our nation and will
not stop advocating for their needs on a state level.?

OPIOID CRISIS

On May 7, | supported colleagues and law enforcement agents in addressing New York's opioid
epidemic by calling for widespread access to FDA-approved opioid reversal agents.* This crisis
has continued to grow significantly, transitioning from prescription drugs to heroin, and now
predominantly fentanyl, a synthetic opioid responsible for mass overdoses in recent years.

With fatal opioid overdoses skyrocketing in our state from 664 in 1999 to more than 5,400 in
2022, it is evident our state is not doing enough to combat this epidemic.’ Passing legislation to
increase the availability of opioid overdose reversal agents across New York state® will be the
first step in the right direction toward preventing future overdoses and saving our families and
friends.

PAROLE BOARD REFORM

On June 4, | advocated for urgent reforms to the NYS Board of Parole to ensure the safety of
law enforcement and restore public safety.” Since 2017, the parole board has released 41 people
convicted of murdering cops. We need to get our state back to a place where law and order
prevail, and that starts with stronger oversight of the New York State Board of Parole.

1 INTRODUCED LEGISLATION THAT WOULD:
. Classify xylazine as a Schedule | controlled substance, thereby criminalizing the sale and possession.®

. Increase the penalty for crimes committed against law enforcement, EMS and firefighters by designating them as hate crimes.’

1 HELPED PASS LAWS THAT WILL:
Reduce opioid-related deaths by increasing access to FDA-approved opioid reversal agents for those in need.>

Improve Suffolk County’s water quality by reducing pollution and upgrading wastewater systems, ensuring cleaner drinking
water and healthier coastal areas.!

Prohibit addictive social media feeds for children with the Stop Addictive Feeds Exploitation (SAFE) for Kids Act."

Protect children’s data from being collected by apps and online sites with the Child Data Protection Act.®

Allow courts to issue protection orders for the family members of victims, regardless of age.’

Assemblyman

Joe DeStefano




