
Dear Friends,

I hope this newsletter finds you in good health 
and spirits. Over the past 18 months, our com-
munities have been tasked with an enormous 
undertaking. Through a public health emer-
gency, a disastrous economic downturn, and 
uncertain future recovery plans, we proved our 
resiliency and community strength by holding 
fast through these challenges.

I sincerely thank you for all your efforts in 
helping us get through the worst part of this 
pandemic together. At the time of writing this, 
our state’s COVID-19 positivity is under 1% 
and nearly 55% of the population has received 
at least one vaccine dose. I am proud to report 
that District 27 has one of the highest vaccine 
compliance figures in New York City. This was 
due to a combined effort across government, 
medical providers, and community-based or-
ganizations working in tandem to help our city 
heal. Not only did these efforts help to keep our 
COVID-19 numbers low, but also allowed us 
to begin safely reopening the city and getting 
New Yorkers back to work.

In the Legislature, we worked hard to ensure 
our state budget and legislation addressed 
the needs facing millions of New Yorkers. I 
am particularly proud of this budget through 
which we were able to provide rental relief 
for tenants and small landlords, invest in our 
schools, expand vaccination efforts, provide 
unemployment benefits, and strengthen our 
food distribution programs.

In the coming months, we will face a new set 
of challenges as we hope to navigate a post-
COVID world. I am confident that together, we 
will rise to meet these challenges and help to 
rebuild New Yorker stronger than ever.

Sincerely,

Assemblymember 
Daniel Rosenthal
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As newly appointed Chair on the Task Force for Food, Farm, and Nutrition 
Policy, Assemblymember Rosenthal spearheaded various initiatives in the 
NYS Budget to combat the state’s rising food insecurity issues.

Nourish New York: Nourish New York is a popular state program which 
connected over 4,000 upstate farms with local social services agencies to 
deliver fresh, emergency produce to families in need. In 2020, the program 
delivered 17 million pounds of fresh food. As Task Force Chair, Rosenthal 
made it a priority to secure a doubling of the program’s funding to $50 mil-
lion including a 20% earmark for kosher and halal pantries, ensuring millions 
more New Yorkers receive assistance in the coming year.

No Child Hungry: Through his leadership, the state budget included $11.5 
million in grants for Farm to School grants so every child has access to fresh 
and healthy foods. Furthermore, the budget provided for school districts to 
receive reimbursement on home delivery of meals to families through the 
pandemic.

Community Gardens: Assemblymember Rosenthal and Senator Comrie 
were proud to announce the passage of their legislation to request a study 
from the Community Gardens taskforce to show how we can increase the 
number of free and accessible community gardens across our state, especially 
within New York City.

Combatting Food Insecurity
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COVID RENTAL RELIEF PROGRAM
New York State secured $2.4 million in rental arrears re-
lief to help renters and small landlords struggling to pay 
bills due to economic distress caused by the pandemic.

 ■ Program pays UP TO 12 months of rental arrears cal-

culated on an income-based sliding scale;

 ■ Eligible New York households have a gross income at 

80 percent or less than AMI and must have experienced 

hardship caused by the pandemic;

To apply or learn more information,  
call our office at 718-969-1508 or apply directly at  
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/Emergency-Rental-Assistance/

Investing In Our Communities
Assemblymember Daniel Rosenthal was proud to secure funding 
for the following groups that offer services directly to Queens 
residents:

 ■ Common Threads: To offer nutritional education and resources 
directly to public school students

 ■ Poppenhusen Institute: To continue offering robust and unique 
community programs for College Point

 ■ Queens Community House Pomonok Center: To fund af-
terschool and senior programming to hundreds of Pomonok 
families

 ■ Met Council: To support a robust kosher and halal food pantry 
and meal delivery service around New York City

 ■ The White Lotus Collective: To help end period poverty and 
deliver needed resources throughout New York City

 ■ Shalom Task Force: To combat domestic violence and fund an 
emergency hotline for victims

The newly enacted budget had some of the most ambitious 
educational resources ever seen in our state including:

1. An 11% increase in school aid bringing our total allocation to 
$29.5 billion

2. Establishing a first in the nation broadband subsidy program, 
offering $15 high speed internet to families in need

3. Directing $2.3 billion in federal funding towards child care 
resources and reimbursements

4. Investing $213 million in CUNY and SUNY higher educational 
opportunity programs to make it easier for struggling students 
to attend college

This budget also included language to make New York more af-
fordable for millions of working families by:

 ■ Enacting a new round of middle-class tax cuts, bringing rates 
to the lowest they have been in over 70 years;

 ■ Establishing prevailing wage requirements for state subsidized 
projects over $5 million so all New York State infrastructure 
is built by well trained and well paid workers. Furthermore, 
by codifying the “New York Buy American Act.” we ensure 
our infrastructure projects use high quality material made in 
our nation;

 ■ The budget included language to cap insulin co-payments and 
commission a study to submit a plan to lower prescription drug 
prices across the board

Making New York Affordable 
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College Point Civics
Assemblymember Rosenthal attended 
several civic meetings in College Point, 
where he shared community updates, 
spoke about the State budget, and 
connected with local leaders and resi-
dents.

Neighborhood Walkthrough: Briarwood
This summer, Assemblymember Rosenthal organized 
a neighborhood walkthrough in Briarwood. Joined by 
several neighborhood residents and civic leaders, the 
walkthrough highlighted the concerns for the Briarwood 
community and took actions to solve them. Several 
city agencies were also present including NYC Parks 
and NYC Department of Transportation to address 
these issues.

PPE Distribution
Assemblymember Rosenthal organized 
numerous PPE distributions throughout 
the district, where he led mask and hand 
sanitizer distribution efforts. Throughout 
the past year, he secured and distributed 
100,000 masks in our communities. If your 
household is in need of PPE, please do 
not hesitate to contact our office.

Breaking Ground in Willets Point
Assemblymember Rosenthal joined Mayor Bill de Blasio and local elected officials 
in breaking ground on the historic Willets Point site. This indicated the beginning of 
Phase 1 of the Willets Point Restoration Plan, which will result in a new neighbor-
hood with affordable housing and a new school.

Kew Gardens Book 
Launch

Assemblymember Daniel 
Rosenthal joined residents 
and members of Kew Gar-
dens Improvement Associa-
tion and the Kew Gardens 
Council for Recreation and 
the Arts to celebrate the 
launch of their self written 
book titled, ‘Once Upon a 
Time in Kew Gardens.’

Friends of Kew Gardens Hills Library  
Inaugural Meeting

After being closed for over a year, the Queens Library 
at Kew Gardens Hills reopened at the urging of As-
semblymember Daniel Rosenthal. The newly launched 
Friends of the KGH Library working group met for their 
inaugural meeting this summer.
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Electronic Waste Recycling
Assemblymember Rosenthal and Councilman Gennaro’s office or-
ganized an electronic waste recycling event to help reduce harmful 
electronic waste from entering our landfill system. Due to COVID-19, the 
City collection of e-waste had been halted for over a year. Hundreds of 
residents participated in the event, collecting over 6 tons of electronics.


