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Governor Signs Affordable Internet Bill 
 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic  
 

Museum and Zoo Capacity Set to Increase; American Museum 
of Natural History Vaccine Site; Federal Government To Give 

PPP Loans To Companies in Bankruptcy; and More!  
 

VACCINE PROGRESS 
 

NYS First Doses: 8,326,432 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/bopTGkZ?source_id=459f571c-42da-4fc1-b46a-33e15b3449f1&source_type=em&c=
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10


NYS Completed Series: 5,659,417 
Brooklyn First Does: 889,589 

Brooklyn Completed Series: 547,215 
 

COVID-19 CASES & FATALITIES 
 

NYS Confirmed: 1,989,268 
NYS Deaths: 41,530 

NYC Confirmed: 894,379 
Brooklyn Confirmed: 261599 

 

RODNEYSE IN THE NEWS 
 

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn speaks at the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Bishop 
Philius and Helene Nicolas Senior Residence. Photo Credit: Sam Bojarski.  

 

Haitian Times: Ribbon-cutting signifies opening of East 
Flatbush senior residence. Read more here.  

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO  
 

https://haitiantimes.com/2021/04/19/photo-gallery-ribbon-cutting-signifies-opening-of-east-flatbush-senior-residence/


  

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo provides a COVID-19 update and signs the Middle Class Property Tax and 
Rates Change Bill. Photo Credit: Office of Governor Cuomo.  

 

• Governor Cuomo announced that effective April 26, 
museum and zoo capacity will raise to 50%.  

• Movie theater capacity increases to 33% 
starting April 26. 

• Indoor large arenas increase capacity to 25% 
starting May 19. Read more here.  

• The governor signed legislation establishing the first-in-
the-nation affordable internet requirement for 
qualifying low-income families, as proposed in the 2021 
State of the State. 

• This legislation requires providers operating in 
New York State to offer $15/month high-speed 
internet to low-income families across the 
state. Read more here.  

• The governor announced that some income tax rates are 
lowered; which will save 4.8 million middle class New 
Yorkers over $2.2 billion this year. 

• Taxpayers filing jointly in the tax bracket between 
$21,400 - $80,650 decreased from 6.09% to 
5.97%. 

• Taxpayers filing jointly in the tax bracket between 
$43,000 - $161,550 decreased from 6.09% to 
5.97%. 

• Taxpayers filing jointly in the tax bracket between 
$161,550 - $323,200 decreased from 6.41% to 
6.33%. Read more here..   

 

https://www.rochesterfirst.com/coronavirus/watch-live-gov-cuomo-updates-new-yorkers-on-covid-19-pandemic-18/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-legislation-establishing-first-nation-program-provide-affordable-internet
https://www.wwnytv.com/2021/04/19/governor-talks-taxes-declining-covid-positivity-rates-expanding-venue-capacities/


NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

  

Photo Credit: American Museum of Natural History  
 

• Mayor de Blasio announced the opening of the 
American Museum of Natural History vaccine site. 

• This site gives access to public housing 
residence, cultural workers and members of 
DC 37. Read more here  

• The mayor announced a $600 million annual 
investment in schools to reach 100% of the Fair 
Student Funding starting in September. 

• This gives support to multi-lingual and 
students with disabilities. Read more here.  

• The mayor announced that 5,746,378 COVID-19 doses 
were given so far. 

• 106,527 vaccinations were given in a single day. 
• The mayor announced that no appointments are 

necessary at city-run sites if you're over 50. Read more 
here.  

• Those under 50-years can make an appointment 
here or call 1-877-VAX-4NYC  

• The mayor appointed Ben Furnas as Director of the 
Mayor’s Office of Climate and Sustainability. 
Read more here.  

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

https://nypost.com/2021/04/19/covid-vaccine-site-opening-at-american-museum-of-natural-history/
https://pix11.com/news/coronavirus/ny-covid-latest-monday-april-19-2021/
https://www.silive.com/coronavirus/2021/04/no-appointment-needed-for-people-age-50-and-older-for-covid-19-vaccine-at-city-sites.html
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-de-blasio-names-ben-furnas-new-nyc-climate-chief-20210419-boz45jhtgnfrxlpd62t3o77rkm-story.html


  

U.S. President Joe Biden holds a bi-partisan meeting on the American Jobs Plan at the White House in 
Washington, U.S., April 19, 2021. Photo Credit: Kevin Lemarque | Reuters 

 

• The Federal Government will now give PPP loans to 
companies working their way out of bankruptcy after 
ProPublica reported that the Small Business 
Administration had been excluding them. Read more 
here.  

• President Biden and John Kerry will host a virtual 
summit of 40 world leaders to discuss the climate 
crisis and seek new commitments from the world’s 
biggest carbon emitters to fulfil the 2015 Paris 
agreement. Read more here.  

• President Biden is trying to ensure that his tax 
increases only hit the well-to-do, promising he won’t 
raise taxes on those earning less than $400,000. Read 
more here.  

 

FREE WEBINAR: HOW TO HIRE A CONTRACTOR 
 

https://www.propublica.org/article/ppp-loans-bankruptcy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/08/the-paris-agreement-five-years-on-is-it-strong-enough-to-avert-climate-catastrophe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/08/the-paris-agreement-five-years-on-is-it-strong-enough-to-avert-climate-catastrophe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/19/joe-biden-to-reveal-us-emissions-pledge-in-key-climate-crisis-moment
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/19/biden-tax-hike-rich-482586


  

NHS Brooklyn invites community members to attend a Free 
Webinar on How To Hire A Contractor Wednesday 
April 21, 6pm-7:30pm. Register here.  

 

KINGSBROOK MEDICAL CENTER 
COVID-19 VACCINE 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__LZCyJlfTh2T8cTVvgaDNg?_x_zm_rtaid=cwzHplKoSVW5szysfT1ZzQ.1618858870122.4333e679dfb595667f57e907149c6009&_x_zm_rhtaid=334


  

Kingsbrook Medical Center invites eligible community 
members to receive the COVID-19 vaccine from Friday, 
April 16th-20th. To schedule an appointment, call 718-604-
5300 

 

TENANT PROTECTION WEBINAR 
 



  

Join Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn 
on Tuesday, April 20th for a Know Your Housing 
Rights:Tenant Protection Webinar. Register here. 
Questions may be submitted in advance here.  

 

ST. VINCENT VOLCANO ERUPTION 
 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UVsBVy12RjubFi0phfM9BA
mailto:AD42@nyassembly.gov


  

• Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn 
is hosting a Saint Vincent and The Grenadines 
Volcano Relief drive to support the residents 
impacted by the recent volcano eruptions. 

• Donations can be dropped off at our district office 
located at 1312 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn NY 
11210 from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m though April 
30th.  

 



COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn attended the 
Evangelical Crusade Christian Church Senior Residence 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Sunday, April 18th.  
 

  

NYC Small Business Commissioner Jonnel Dorris, First Lady Nicolas, Mayor Bill de Blasio, Reverend 
Samuel Nicolas, Council Member Farah N. Louis and Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn.  

 

ST. VINCENT VOLCANO RELIEF DRIVE 
 

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn's St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines Volcano Relief Drive. 

 



  

Constituent donating non-perishable items. 
 

 

  



  

Constituent donating canned goods.  
 

BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 



  

Here are the dates and times for NYC Health+Hospitals 
testing sites for the week of April 19 to April 25. To find 
additional testing sites around NYC, visit here.  

 

COVID VACCINE SCAM ALERT  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


  

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK  
 

  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  

Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today.  
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs.  
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services.  

 

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 

  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



  

WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  

AVOID SCAMS 
 



  

Photo Credit: Pixabay/CDC 
 

• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form.  

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220.  
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911.  

 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

  

Photo Credit: Ansi.org 
 

Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==


additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources.  
 
NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692).  
 
Volunteer to Support Others: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-
relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395.  
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here.  
 
The Hebrew Educational Society in partnership with MET 
Council has a food pantry that is open to all. To reserve a spot, 
visit here.  

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 
Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force.  

   

 

  

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-19-21---NYS-Mandates-Affordable-High-Speed-Internet-for-Low-Income-Families.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=z9Bu9IKSKj0
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-19-21---NYS-Mandates-Affordable-High-Speed-Internet-for-Low-Income-Families.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=z9Bu9IKSKj0
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-19-21---NYS-Mandates-Affordable-High-Speed-Internet-for-Low-Income-Families.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=z9Bu9IKSKj0
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://www.picktime.com/e4f9020d-4c98-4b99-bbb3-4ce714c3e0c3

