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New York State Launches $5 Million "Vax & Scratch" 
Lottery to Encourage COVID-19 Vaccination 

 
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic  

 
Assemblymember Bichotte Hermelyn discusses MWBE Initiatives 

During NYC Mayor Briefing; NYS Issues Guidance for Summer 
Camps; Ranked Choice Voting Webinar Tonight; and More! 

 

VACCINE PROGRESS 
 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/bopTGkZ?source_id=13b2c5e2-f960-4c40-94b5-ea3d982c826a&source_type=em&c=


NYS First Doses: 10,174,323 
NYS Completed Series: 8.561,231 
Brooklyn First Doses: 1,112,109 

Brooklyn Completed Series: 907,513 
 

COVID-19 CASES & FATALITIES 
 

NYS Confirmed: 2,074,457 
NYS Deaths: 42,542 

NYC Confirmed: 929,873 
Brooklyn Confirmed: 273,481 

 

RODNEYSE IN THE NEWS 
 

  

• AMNY: De Blasio pushes Albany to pass home rule bills 
boosting ‘community hiring’ in NYC. Read more here.  

• Harlem World Magazine: Mayor de Blasio Calls On 
State Legislature To Pass Community Hiring And MWBE 
Bills. Read more here.  

• Caribbean Life: Calls for independent probe into 12-
year old Haitian boy’s death. Read more here.  

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO  
 

https://www.amny.com/news/mayor-de-blasio-announces-mwbe-and-community-hiring-bills/
https://www.harlemworldmagazine.com/mayor-de-blasio-calls-on-state-legislature-to-pass-community-hiring-and-mwbe-bills/
https://www.caribbeanlifenews.com/haitian-pols-demand-independent-probe-into-death-of-haitian-american-boy/
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• Governor Cuomo announced more than 10 million 
New Yorkers have received at least one dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Read more here.  

• Yesterday, the governor shared updated guidance for 
health and safety measures at child care, day camp, 
and overnight camp programs, effective May 19. 

• The measures include protocols for COVID testing, 
physical distancing and sanitation, among other 
requirements to help prevent COVID-19 cases. 
Read more here. Read more here.  

• The governor announced that the application for the 
Excelsior Scholarship for new applicants for the 
2021-22 academic school year is now open here.  

• The governor announced seven new pop-up vaccination 
sites at airports in New York City, White Plains, Albany, 
Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo. 

• The sites will be open for walk-in vaccinations on a 
first come, first served basis utilizing the single 
dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Read more here.  

• Starting May 24th through May 28th, state residents who 
get a COVID-19 shot at one of 10 state-run vaccine clinics 
could win up $5 million. Individuals will get a free 
ticket for the Mega Multiplier Lottery. The initiative 
will be available at the following vaccination sites: 

• New York State Fairgrounds, Syracuse 
• SUNY Polytechnic Institute, Utica 
• Rochester Dome Arena, Rochester 
• University at Buffalo, Buffalo 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-more-10-million-new-yorkers-receive-least-one-covid-19-vaccine-dose
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-guidance-health-and-safety-measures-child-care-day-camp-and
https://webapps.hesc.ny.gov/questionnaire/page.hesc?questionnaireId=58&versionNumber=4
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-seven-new-pop-vaccination-sites-airports-across-new-york-state-reach


• Javits Center, Manhattan 
• Medgar Evers College, Brooklyn 
• York College, Queens 
• SUNY Stony Brook, Stony Brook 
• Bay Eden, The Bronx 
• National Guard Armory, Yonkers 
• Read more here.  

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn discussing MWBE Initiatives during Mayor de Blasio's 
Live TV broadcasted briefing on May 18th.  

 

• Mayor de Blasio announced that both vaccinated and 
un-vaccinated New Yorkers need to keep masks on: 

• in schools; 
• on public transportation like the subway; 
• health care settings like hospitals; 
• congregate settings like nursing homes; 
• same rules as before in city workplaces. 

• The mayor announced that the city will support working 
families by expanding family enrichment centers to 
serve 33 neighborhoods. 

• The mayor announced that there is a brand new mobile 
vaccination site outside of the Barclay center. 

• Individuals who get vaccinate will get free 
merchandise and there will be a select number of 
free play off tickets for fully vaccinated fans. More 
details to come. 

• Mayor de Blasio announced that NYC will the way in 
investing in contracts and supporting Minority and 
Women Owned Businesses.  

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/watch-gov-cuomo-gives-covid-19-update-and-makes-an-announcement-from-buffalo


• Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte 
Hermelyn joined the mayor during his briefing to 
discuss the MWBE Opportunity Expansion 
Act (A07266) which she sponsors and a new 
community hiring proposal which will require 
contractors to hire from the community, especially 
from NYCHA and lower-income communities. 
Watch the briefing here.  

• Today, the mayor announced NYC has administered over 
4 million COVID-19 vaccine first doses.  

• The city is hosting family vaccination sites at the: 
• Brooklyn Museum 
• Bronx Zoo 
• Coney Island Aquarium  

• The mayor announced that during the pandemic, the city 
has been working to address the homelessness issue. 

• The city opened more than 1,300 new safehaven 
beads and hired more homeless outreach 
personnel. 

• The 2021 Hope Survey showed a 38% decrease 
in New Yorkers living without shelter, 23% 
decrease on subways and a decrease in all 5 
boroughs. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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• White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said 
Monday that the Biden administration will send an 
additional 20 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
overseas to countries in need. Read more here.  

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A07266&term=&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://youtu.be/SaeDemaNy-g?t=601
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/05/17/us-sends-more-vaccines-overseas-489066


• The U.S. House of Representatives voted to approve 
$1.9 billion in emergency spending to cover costs 
related to the January 6th attack on the Capitol and to 
increase security throughout the complex. Read more 
here.  

• The CEOs of Pfizer and Moderna said that the earliest 
people to be vaccinated for COVID-19 may need booster 
shots as early as September. Read more here.  

 

RANKED CHOICE VOTING  
INFORMATIONAL WEBINAR  

 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/05/20/us/joe-biden-news-today
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/health/2021/05/20/pfizer--moderna-ceos--covid-19-vaccine-boosters-could-be-needed-starting-in-september


Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn in 
partnership with Flatbush Development Corporation is 
hosting a Ranked Choice Voting Informational 
Webinar on Thursday, May 20th at 6:30 p.m. Join this 
webinar to learn the new way of voting in New York – ranking 
your candidates of choice - and get other key updates to make 
your voting process smooth. Register here.  

 

FREE COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINIC 
 

  

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jAhlcv2aQNOZPWhGR990qg


Big Apple Urgent Care and Haitian-American 
Community Coalition (HCC) is hosting a Free COVID-19 
Vaccination Clinic at Flatlands Reformed Church 
Community Center at 3931 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 
11234 on Saturday, May 22nd from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. To 
schedule an appointment, call Rachel Dure at (718) 940-2200 
ext. 119.  

 

KINGSBROOK JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER 
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Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center is hosting a 
Community Informational Update Session on 
Monday, May 24th at 6:00 p.m. To attend, register here.  

 

 

  

CASH/IPADS FOR GUNS  
 

  

Receive cash/iPad on Saturday, May 22nd at 10:00 a.m. 
after dropping off an operable hand gun and operable assault 
rifle.  

 

BROOKLYN MUSEUM  
 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_saBUjezrRvW58NSPOd2nsw
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• Starting Thursday, May 20, Brooklyn Children's 
Museum is excited to host a vaccination site offering 
the Pfizer vaccine. Walk-up vaccinations will be available 
to all eligible New Yorkers 12 years old and up every 
Tuesday through Sunday between 9:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.  

• On days when the Museum is open to the public, if a 
BCM visitor would like to get vaccinated they may stop 
by the cafe anytime during their visit to receive their 
shot. In addition, the Museum is welcoming families who 
visit the vaccination site to enjoy the full Museum at no 
charge after receiving their shot. 

 

FLATBUSH AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND 
REMEMBRANCE AND REDEVELOPMENT  

TASK FORCE 
 



  

• Join two workshops to help inform the development of a 
City-owned site on Bedford & Church in Flatbush! Learn 
about plans for affordable housing & youth programming 
and share your visions for memorializing the past & 
building an equitable future. Community Meeting on 
Saturday May 22, 10am. Register here.  

• Support the Flatbush African Burial Ground 
Remembrance and Redevelopment Task Force. Share 
your ideas for memorializing the site’s history and 
developing affordable housing with youth programming 
at the vacant Bedford-Church site in Flatbush. Fill out 
the questionnaire here.  

 

https://bit.ly/38XhWWy
https://bit.ly/3aslkJq


BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 

  

Here are the dates and times for NYC Health+Hospitals 
testing sites for the week of May 17 to May 23. To find 
additional testing sites around NYC, visit here.  

 

COVID-19 VACCINATION SITES  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


  

If you or someone you love would like to schedule an 
appointment for the COVID-19 vaccine, please visit here or 
call 1-833-NYS-4-VAX (1-833-697-4829). 

 

COVID VACCINE SCAM ALERT  
 

  

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK  
 

https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-20-21---New-York-State-Launches--5-Million--Vax---Scratch--Lottery-to-Encourage-COVID-19-Vaccination.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=O8lexVo5--s


  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  

Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today.  
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs.  
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services.  

 

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 

  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



  

WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  

AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form.  

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220.  
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911.  

 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==


additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources.  
 
NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692).  
 
Volunteer to Support Others: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-
relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395.  
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here.  
 
The Hebrew Educational Society in partnership with MET 
Council has a food pantry that is open to all. To reserve a spot, 
visit here.  

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 
Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force.  

   

 

  

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-20-21---New-York-State-Launches--5-Million--Vax---Scratch--Lottery-to-Encourage-COVID-19-Vaccination.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=O8lexVo5--s
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-20-21---New-York-State-Launches--5-Million--Vax---Scratch--Lottery-to-Encourage-COVID-19-Vaccination.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=O8lexVo5--s
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-20-21---New-York-State-Launches--5-Million--Vax---Scratch--Lottery-to-Encourage-COVID-19-Vaccination.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=O8lexVo5--s
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://www.picktime.com/e4f9020d-4c98-4b99-bbb3-4ce714c3e0c3

