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Dear Neighbors,
It is my profound honor to represent you in the New York State Assembly. With this year’s state budget recently completed, I wanted
to reach out with some important news and information as we continue our work to ensure that everyone has the health, peace, and
justice they deserve. While I believe this budget fell short of fully delivering on that mission, I was proud to champion some critical
investments to help families and communities, including:
• $1.1 billion in rental relief for tenants and landlords financially impacted by the pandemic (more details on the back)
• $7 billion for expanding access to childcare for low-income families. The budget also broadened eligibility for childcare subsidies.
• $4.5 billion capital plan to support the construction or rehabilitation of 100,000 units of affordable housing
• $904 million in additional funding for Medicaid
• $250 million to help pay utility debt incurred during the pandemic
• $35 million for the Homeowner Protection Program which helps families avoid foreclosure by connecting them to free, qualified
mortgage assistance relief services
In addition, I successfully helped deliver funding for United Jewish Organizations to continue their important work, including legal
services, healthcare enrollment, food distribution, unemployment assistance, and support for Holocaust Survivors. Together, we are
also seeking greater transparency in how New York City assesses property taxes and to end an unfair system where luxury condo
owners pay less than families with modest apartments.
The legislative session in Albany continues through June 2 and I am hard at work on new laws to protect Brooklyn families and our
shared environment. We recently passed important legislation to stop predatory banks from pursuing foreclosure cases against
homeowners long after the statute of limitation should have expired. I am also championing the Build Public Renewables Act to expand
our public sector clean energy capacity, driving down utility costs for everyone, and rapidly scaling up wind and solar power. I’m also
working to reform our prison system by passing “Elder Parole.” New York’s prisons hold thousands of older people, many of whom
are sick and dying. Elder parole reform would allow individuals aged 55 and older—who have served 15 or more consecutive years—the
opportunity to be considered for parole and return to their communities. It is an important step to achieving fairness and decency.
As always, my office is ready to assist you in navigating government resources and services, resolving bureaucratic obstacles, and
helping make our neighborhoods a better place.
With gratitude,

Assemblymember Emily Gallagher

Standing Against Hate
Earlier this year, I joined Councilmember Lincoln Restler’s community
canvass with the Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes to
distribute important information about how to de-escalate and stop
hate crimes. We have witnessed an abhorrent rise in anti-Semitism
in recent years and it must stop now. I will always stand against hate,
bigotry, and discrimination in all its forms.

$75 Million for Bushwick Inlet Park
We worked closely with Senator Chuck Schumer and fellow
North Brooklyn elected officials to secure a $75 million
investment from New York City to complete the long-promised,
long-delayed Bushwick Inlet Park, which will include more than
27 acres of world-class waterfront greenspace in Williamsburg
and Greenpoint when completed. The newest portion at 50 Kent
Street recently opened to the public!
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Emergency Rental Assistance Program
ERAP provides financial support and legal protection to New Yorkers
who struggled to pay rent during the pandemic. With $1.1 billion in new
state funding included in the budget, the backlog of cases will soon start
to move. Even without funding, ERAP still provides legal protection from
evictions. To review eligibility requirements and begin an application,
visit otda.ny.gov/programs/emergency-rental-assistance. Questions
or problems accessing the application? Call our office 718-383-7474 or
write to gallaghere@nyassembly.gov.

