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District 61 News 

Accessing COVID-19 Relief for Houses of Worship & Schools 

This week, I joined  U.S. Senate Majority Leader, Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) for a virtual meeting with 

faith-based leaders and advocates to discuss access of federal aid to houses of worship and schools. Through 

the efforts of Senator Schumer, New York State is projected to receive approximately $24 billion in federal aid 

to assist in the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. I want to thank Majority Leader Schumer for co-hosting this 

informative event, Imam Tahir Kukiqi and Bishop Victor Brown for the opening and closing prayers and 

extend out a special appreciation for the faith-based leaders and advocates that participated and assist our 

communities daily.  I remain committed to assisting and advocating for the residents of the 61st Assembly 

District. 

    

     



Vigil to Honor Lives Lost to Anti-Asian Violence 

This Tuesday, Staten Island Asian Community leaders came together and organized a vigil to honor all the 

lives lost to Anti-Asian violence as well as a call to action to end these hate crimes. I stand with them in 

condemning these heinous acts against our Asian brothers and sisters. And condemn the rise of hate crimes on 

Staten Island. We must come together and put a stop to this violence. As I always say hate against one group is 

hate towards all groups. Click here to read my full statement regarding the spike of hate crimes on Staten 

Island. 

   

 

Updates From Albany 

This week the Assembly and Senate passed the Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act to legalize adult 

use of marijuana in New York State. The Legislation was signed into law as Chapter. 92. 

The passage of the Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA), will legalize the adult use of marijuana in 

New York for individuals 21 years of age and older and establishes the Office of Cannabis Management 

(OCM) and the Cannabis Control Board to regulate the cannabis industry. 

The legislation will use revenue from adult-use marijuana to invest in education and communities that have 

been disproportionately targeted by state and federal drug laws. New York will join 14 states, two territories 

and the District of Columbia in legalizing the adult use of marijuana. Highlights of the legislation: 

Restorative Justice 

• The MRTA will ease the burden of New Yorkers, particularly people of color who have been 
disproportionately impacted by drug laws. 

• The legislation includes provisions that will allow individuals who are currently incarcerated or living 
with a criminal record for certain marijuana offenses to petition for dismissal or resentencing on the 
conviction. 

• The legislation also builds on the 2019 decriminalization law by providing for the expungement of 
conviction records for individuals convicted of criminal possession of marijuana in the fourth degree, 
criminal possession of marijuana in the third degree, criminal sale of marijuana in the fifth degree, 
and criminal sale of marijuana in the fourth degree. 

• Much of the revenue from the legalization of adult-use marijuana will go to the Community Grants 
Reinvestment Fund, which will be administered by the OCM advisory board and allocated to 
community based nonprofits to reinvest in communities disproportionately impacted by state and 
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federal drug laws, as well as providing substance use disorder services, mental health services, 
services to address adverse childhood experiences, and afterschool and child care services. 

• It will also support education through the State Lottery Fund and the Drug Treatment and Public 
Education Fund, which would require the Department of Health (DOH) and Office of Addiction 
Services and Supports (OASAS) to establish substance use disorder treatment programs for youth and 
adults. 

• The legislation prohibits employers from taking adverse action against employees for the use of 
cannabis outside of work hours, off the employer’s premises and without the use of the employer’s 
equipment or other property. 

• It also includes protections and procedures for adult-use cannabis as it relates to child protective 
investigations and reports, as well as custody and visitation rights in line with how alcohol is currently 
treated in law. 

• Finally, it removes the ability to file a petition for a person in need of supervision (PINS) based solely 
on certain levels of marijuana possession. 

Job Creation 

• A report by Whitney Economics found that in 2020 alone – during a pandemic that caused millions of 
Americans to lose their jobs –the cannabis industry created 77,000 jobs. 

• Across the country, there are about 321,000 jobs in the legal marijuana industry. Legalizing marijuana 
will create jobs across traditional industries, including agriculture, distribution, delivery, retail and 
more. 

• The legislation establishes adult-use license categories: cultivator, processor, distributor, retail medical 
cannabis registered organizations (RO) vertical, RO cultivator, microbusiness, on-site consumption, 
cooperative, delivery and nursery. Microbusinesses are authorized to have complete vertical 
integration, which includes producing, processing, distributing and retail. An adult-use cultivator 
would be able to obtain one processor, one distributor and one nursery license. 

• RO would be allowed to, after paying a one-time special fee, apply for a vertically integrated adult-use 
RO cultivator/processor/distributor/retail license, limited to no more than three co-located 
dispensaries. 

• The Cannabis Control Board, with the assistance of the chief equity officer and advisory board, will 
also be required to establish a social equity plan. The goal of this plan will be to issue 50 percent of 
licenses to social equity applicants, especially those impacted by the war on drugs, those who are 
low-income, those who have a marijuana-related conviction, as well as minority and women owned 
businesses (MWBEs), distressed farmers and service disabled veterans. 

Penalties 

• Unlawful possession of cannabis would be defined as a person possessing, outside of one’s residence, 
more than three ounces of cannabis or 24 grams of concentrate, and punishable by a fine of up to 
$125. 

• Possession by a person less than 21 years of age would be treated similarly to alcohol use− a $50 civil 
penalty payable to the OCM and such person would be provided with information on the dangers of 
the underage use of cannabis and information related to cannabis use disorder. 

• The bill also establishes additional possession crimes, with penalties ranging from a class A 
misdemeanor to a class D felony. 

• Cannabis will be included in the Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) law and driving while impaired by 
cannabis will be considered a misdemeanor. 



• If the motorist under arrest refuses such a chemical test, that refusal – as under current law – can 
result in revocation of the driver’s license for one year. 

• It establishes an unlawful sale crime when a person unlawfully sells cannabis or concentrated 
cannabis, punishable by a $250 fine. 

• Establishes additional criminal sale crimes, with penalties ranging from a class A misdemeanor to a 
class C felony. 

Opt-Outs 

• Cities, towns and villages would be allowed to pass local legislation prohibiting certain retail 
establishments from opening within their borders, but the MRTA includes provisions for voters to 
overturn the opt-out. 

• While they can opt-out of retail licenses, they cannot opt-out of other types of licenses. These opt-
outs would also not prohibit the adult use of cannabis. Cities, towns and villages may also reasonably 
regulate the time, place and manner of operation of retail establishments. 

Taxation 

• Tax revenue from states that have legalized adult-use cannabis has surpassed expectations. Colorado 
usually collects more than $20 million a month, and California collects more than $50 million a 
month. 

• In fiscal year 2019, Washington State collected a total of $395.5 million in legal marijuana income and 
licensing fees. 

• It is projected that New York State will receive $350 million annually, once the law goes into full effect 
18 months from now. 

I want to first thank the sponsor of this legislation, Assembly Majority Leader, Crystal Peoples-Stokes for her 

dedicated eight years of work on this legislation. I realize that there are concerns about legalizing adult-use but 

I co-sponsored and voted for this legislation because of restorative justice, job creation, the enhancing of 

public, school, roadside safety and much needed revenue to disproportionate economic communities. 

    

 

 

 

 

 



 

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your Community 

1. This past week it was announced a new expansion of COVID-19 vaccine eligibility in New York. 
Beginning Tuesday, March 30 at 8 a.m., all New Yorkers 30 years of age and older will be eligible to 
receive the vaccine. Beginning April 6, universal eligibility goes into effect and all New Yorkers 16 years 
of age and older will be eligible to receive the vaccine 

2. Legislation to legalize adult-use cannabis has been passed. The bill would establish the Office of 
Cannabis Management to implement a comprehensive regulatory framework that would cover 
medical, adult-use and cannabinoid hemp. The bill would also expand New York State's existing 
medical marijuana and cannabinoid hemp programs. The legislation provides licensing for marijuana 
producers, distributors, retailers, and other actors in the cannabis market, and creates a social and 
economic equity program to assist individuals disproportionately impacted by cannabis enforcement 
that want to participate in the industry.  

3. Today the HALT Solitary Confinement Act (S.2836/A2277-A) was signed into law, reforming the 
practice of segregated confinement in New York State correctional facilities. This legislation limits 
the amount of time an incarcerated person can spend in segregated confinement to 15 days, clearly 
defines and reduces the number of disciplinary infractions eligible for segregated confinement, and 
exempts certain vulnerable populations, including the young, elderly, pregnant women, people with 
disabilities, and individuals with a serious mental illness. 

4. New York's Major League Baseball teams, the New York Mets and New York Yankees, can resume 
play with spectators in the stadiums, beginning April 1. Professional sports in large outdoor stadiums 
that hold 10,000 people or more will be allowed to reopen at 20% capacity. 

5. Beginning April 2, arts and entertainment venues can reopen at 33% capacity, up to 100 people 

indoors and up to 200 people outdoors. If all attendees present proof of negative test prior to 

entry, capacity can increase up to 150 people indoors and up to 500 people outdoors. Social distancing 

and face coverings will be required by all attendees, as well as strict adherence to all applicable 

Department of Health guidance. 

6. New York State is launching a new pilot program to begin administering the Johnson & 

Johnson's single-dose vaccine to eligible New Yorkers during the overnight hours at Yankee 

Stadium, Javits Center and New York State Fair Mass Vaccination Sites. Following a discussion 

with the White House COVID-19 Task Force, New York is taking measures to distribute the state's 

allocation of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine as quickly as possible, as states have been informed there 

will be a lag in the following week's allocation. As part of this effort, thousands of new appointments 

will be made available at each of the three sites in the coming days. Counties, pharmacies, and 

Federally Qualified Health Centers will also be receiving Johnson & Johnson allocations this week. 

7. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting: 

•  
o The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here 
o The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here 
o SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769  
o Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being in an eligible 

category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should not sign up for an 
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appointment. Click here to find updated vaccine eligibility lists, vaccine locations near you 

and to schedule a vaccine appointment when eligible. 
o Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet. 

8. Veterans enrolled in the VA Care system can call and schedule an appointment to get the 

COVID-19 vaccine. Call 1-877-877-9267. If you are not yet eligible call 877-222-8387 to enroll. 
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9. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State. 

• View the Test-and-Trace corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait times for NYC 

Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time information is updated by site staff 

every two hours. 
• Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites. 
• Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites available at no cost 

to you on the North Shore. 
• Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844) NYC-4NYC. Call 

to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days a week from 9 AM - 9 PM. 
• Individuals that are unable to safely isolate at home may be afforded a free temporary hotel 

room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692. Please click here if you have any 

further questions. 

 

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs 

1. The Gifted & Talented (G&T) application for the 2021-22 school year is open now through April 9th, 

2021. All families with children born in 2016 who live in New York City—including those who have 

temporarily relocated due to the COVID-19 pandemic—can apply now to enter G&T programs in fall 

2021. We welcome your ongoing partnership to ensure that families in your district take advantage of 

this opportunity. Families can apply online at MySchools.nyc, through a Family Welcome Center, or 

over the phone at 718-935-2009. The online application is available in ten languages, and families can 

apply over the phone in over 200 languages. 
  

2. SCORE Staten Island is a nonprofit association dedicated to helping both aspiring and established 

entrepreneurs get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals through cost-free education and 

confidential mentorship. The organization is Chapter 476 of the nationwide SCORE. As a resource 

partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration, SCORE is funded in part through a cooperative 

agreement with the SBA. It has both local mentors, who have proved to be successful in their fields, and 

a network of 10,000 volunteer mentors across the country providing web-based seminars and resources. 

It can provide: 

• Volunteer mentors who share their expertise across many different industries 
• Free, confidential business mentoring in person, via email, phone or by video 
• Free business tools, templates and tips online 
• Inexpensive or free business workshop/webinars(locally) and webinars (online 24/7) 
• For additional information, or to schedule an appointment, SCORE-Staten Island may be 

visited here.  Or you call them at 718-727-1221; email at  info@scoresi.org  and visit 

on Facebook and LinkedIn. 
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3. Need free tax assistance? Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation offers a free tax 

preparation program that provides NYC residents with assistance filing their returns and maximizing 

their credits and refunds. Call NAMIC's hotline Monday – Wednesday 11am – 7pm 

and Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm. Contact Maria Guzman-Colon at taxhelp@nmic.org or 929-415-

8745 with any questions. 

  

4. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. If you need free legal help during the Covid-19 crisis, 
for matters of immigration, foreclosure, small business advice and more. call them at 718-233-6480. 

   

   

callto:929-415-8745
callto:929-415-8745
callto:718-233-6480


5. Small Business Resources:  

• Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides loans to help businesses keep their workforce 

employed during the Coronavirus crisis. The PPP application for all lenders is now open. There are 

limited funds, so applicants are advised to apply early! Click here for more information and to find 

the right application for your business. 
o In preparation for your application, gather your documentation. For a complete list of required 

documents and additional PPP information, click here. 
o List of participating lenders: 

 Lower East Side People's Credit Union- North Shore Branch, for PPP inquiries, 

email lending@lespfcu.org or apply directly online on their website. 
 TruFund, click here for an application or email Mark Brazier (English) 

at MBrazier@trufund.org or Marcos Reyes (Spanish) at mreyes@trufund.org. 

 

Useful Events and Opportunities 

1. Uncle Chase Founadation presents their annual Golden Easter Egg Hunt April 3 from 12:00 PM - 4:00 
PM. Located in Mariners Harbor at Grandview Park. 
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2. The 15th Annual Harambee celebration - honoring community leaders who have distinguished 
themselves through their service to the community. The virtual celebration will take place at 7:00pm 
on Thursday, April 29th. Ticket costs start at $25 and can be purchased here. 

3. As part of the CADCA non-opioid choices project, Tackling Youth Substance Abuse is surveying 
community members about their thoughts and knowledge on the availability of 
alternatives to opioids in the community. There are no wrong answers. The survey is short and can 
only be completed electronically. Click here to fill out the survey. 

 

4. Register to join this free session and learn all there is to know about connecting and navigating 
through LinkedIn with an hour presentation done by expert Brian Cope. Click here to register. 

 

http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=suhXiWxZFrNiKypZ5d6i-2BRsBzoAqDeWFCl5swyDGbbCB82xYsTF9-2Fkp13eEEe3N0O06e_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jXd4XcOf7TbOOdE-2ByWcBu7H4VDlhtjNGhLzl3wpVcSgSB-2Bwp-2F01CvP7C-2Fl340ORY1pMFpe-2F71Ek8viljixVtVeOeUxDyABGxU8hrQKVuuhMBgAbuEBo0GUSWiZhT6NQmC-2Beg9yzSiZCfMmyTJckoQsz6qLoSRxqroj3NMnYa7rsjLIqBRO61Tgu8YzafvfhyhkTX9VvePDT0ONLI57X63hnSFe9b4Ke7zxEzdEl9i7dg-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=suhXiWxZFrNiKypZ5d6i-2BbI2zjQlgI6ul-2BfTz41mETSI2EHnUm8FmVM0nmjPWAxZJ6U5_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jXd4XcOf7TbOOdE-2ByWcBu7H4VDlhtjNGhLzl3wpVcSgSB-2Bwp-2F01CvP7C-2Fl340ORY1mha4II1D8wYd2cYWZTZgKFYl51rCJu71qQ-2FoBRHvm-2Bxhda32GIgpbvK37yuOhKN3T-2BpJmvpuVvXJD1JbBtRnpdIetdHDTgLaL5kMfJMFK9s-2ByOV0Pj-2FDqWKXtakg8-2BizGQJ2IiciaXqSTxlWP6-2BV2rIzqnJQc8g1-2Bh3am9Q3Dfg-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=suhXiWxZFrNiKypZ5d6i-2BZ0ZW6iiCCcBDsGxF2YlReqdon6Gqp-2FvglwWOvurUFD2jqRnW1WnlBeXOcRvWMM-2BedgMvnIKSjel4NsTNuMTpG22jmjHJ78Zcs7gc23LwARXez5wrfYp2cIJqeIekfkNLPIFkcy22b9ZbSHGwo2h3-2FEV1QHRZ-2FtpnNJrXclXc-2BoK5v2NpHx-2FjMiKXZ9I08-2FmUA-2FmaopmitJRkUxj8sTC4AY-3Dg33b_RXYalkFbumOPQgY4gKQMWQrDI6TXLOyguXkl9y-2B3ssMga6l7cmxeBL4N1Mes-2BP2mjtCjdVcNOsEBdsGs8GUnT3-2FRS-2B4sy8YEHj-2Fm6ap-2Bj2jXd4XcOf7TbOOdE-2ByWcBu7H4VDlhtjNGhLzl3wpVcSgSB-2Bwp-2F01CvP7C-2Fl340ORY1mha4II1D8wYd2cYWZTZgKo7SMo7WFCljw0M8qWS-2FDLnrM7IkTYk2xVy0EuQj-2BCy7y-2B1E14tnZkRpYlSUuZ0DUidU15bCyoHL9B5ghdLk9pyTwozPQvI2FMYjTV26sFi-2FjrHtGV04auGatBkMWK-2FjkVPKvHUNrSVzVgj9b3fo52A-3D-3D


5. Citizens Committee for New York City is offering grants of up to $10,000 to grassroot organizations 
responding to the immediate needs of struggling New Yorkers to open food pantries, distribute 
surgical masks, arrange elderly check-ins, or design other projects to meet their neighborhoods’ 
urgent needs amid the COVID-19 crisis. Applications are open and there is a rolling deadline. Click here 
to learn more. 

6. During these difficult times, the Northfield Bank Foundation is offering a grant opportunity for 
COVID-19 emergency related requests for health and wellness and feeding the hungry 
initiatives. The mission of the Northfield Bank Foundation is to promote charitable purposes within 
the communities in which Northfield Bank operates - Staten Island, Brooklyn and Central New 
Jersey. Click here to learn more about the grant process. 

7. Richmond County Savings Foundation - Nonprofit organizations may request funding for program or 
project support, journal ad or event sponsorship. Grant requests are reviewed throughout the year 
for amounts up to $5,000. See! here for more information. 

  

  

Sincerely, 

 
Charles D. Fall 

Member of Assembly 

  

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. 518-455-4677, FAX 518-

455-5946 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932, FAX 718-442-

9942 
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