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RSVP to the Holiday Cheer

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Today, on International Human Rights Day, I was on Roosevelt Island for the
unveiling of “The Girl Puzzle Monument Honoring Nellie Bly,” at
Lighthouse Park. Nellie Bly was a courageous journalist who, through her
writing, took on the people and institutions that violated human rights.

https://forms.gle/5XqBYvwLWMozKxam6


Together with over 30 of my Assembly colleagues, I called upon the SUNY
Board of Trustees to terminate the Chancellorship of James Malatras and to
appoint an interim replacement until a national search can be conducted
which will be open to all qualified candidates including women and people of
color.  The following day the Chancellor resigned effective January 14.

Our office is collecting toys, books and board games for children in our
community this holiday season. Please consider dropping off a new,
unwrapped gift for our annual collection.

Governor Hochul announced a new statewide indoor mask mandate effective
through January 15 to curb a winter surge of COVID-19.

Please join us for one of the events we are pleased to sponsor:

Thursday, December 16 from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm at the District Office
of Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Streets) - No-Cost Mask and Hand Sanitizer Giveaway.  RSVP here.

Monday, December 20 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Holiday
Community Office Open House at the District Office of Assembly
Member Rebecca Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79 Streets) Please
join us for some Holiday Cheer! RSVP here.

Tuesday, December 21 from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm at the District Office of
Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Streets) - No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic. RSVP by calling 212-288-
4607.

Please don't hesitate to reach out to our community office if we can be of
assistance.

Phone: 212.288.4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

Sincerely,

Seawright Leads Sign-On Letter to Terminate the
Chancellorship of James Malatras

https://forms.gle/z1F4f2Xg5zPc8oya8
https://forms.gle/5XqBYvwLWMozKxam6


On Wednesday, December 8 more than 30 members of the New York State
Assembly have written to the Board of Trustees of the State University of New
York demanding the firing of Chancellor James Malatras.

In a letter dated Dec. 8th to SUNY Chair Merryl Tisch, Vice Chair Cesar Perales,
and the board, the Assemblymembers declared that Chancellor Malatras’
recently released statements are “misogynistic, abusive, and
irresponsible...Chancellor Malatras has lost our confidence that he has the
credibility or the character to lead the nation's largest public university,” the
group added.

​They urged Chair Tisch and the board to immediately name an interim
chancellor and begin the process of a national search “open to all qualified
candidates including women and people of color.“

On Thursday, December 9, Chancellor Malatras resigned effective January 14.

SUNY boss Malatras must go for smearing Cuomo sex...

Embattled SUNY Chancellor James Malatras' days appeared numbered Wednesday
as more than 30 Assembly members signed onto a letter calling for his resignation
or firing, The Post has learned. The draft letter being circulated will be sent to
the...

Read more
nypost.com

https://nypost.com/2021/12/08/suny-boss-malatras-must-go-31-assembly-members-say/


Embattled SUNY Chancellor Jim Malatras resigns

Embattled SUNY Chancellor James Malatras resigned Thursday morning amid
mounting calls for his resignation for smearing one of disgraced ex-Gov. Andrew
Cuomo's sexual harassment accusers. "The recent events surrounding me over the
past week have...

Read more
nypost.com

https://nypost.com/2021/12/09/embattled-suny-chancellor-jim-malatras-resigns/


Seawright Delivers Remarks at the Unveiling of the
Nellie Bly Monument

Seawright said, "Nellie Bly is not only a monumental Roosevelt Island Historical figure, she
was one of the foremost courageous female journalists in the US. It was her boldness,
curiosity and independent spirit that set her apart to uncover injustices in our society. 
 
Thank you to the Selection Committee for this amazing public art project including
Roosevelt Island's Historian and President of the Historical Society Judy Berdy. You keep
the stories of Nellie Bly on this island in our hearts and minds! President of the Roosevelt
Island Visual Arts Association Tad Sudol, and Community Board 8 Roosevelt Island
Committee Chair Lynne Strong-Shinozaki.
 
It is fitting that on International Human Rights Day, we celebrate a woman who took on
people and institutions that violated human rights. Right here on Roosevelt Island in 1887
Nellie Bly documented her experience when she feigned mental illness to uncover truth
about the women’s asylum in a work called ten days in an asylum. 
 
Today we unveil five diverse women's faces in bronze known as the girl puzzle -- Asian
American, Black, young, old, and queer women.



Roosevelt Island Historical Society President Judy Berdy, Artist Amanda Matthews, RIOC
President and CEO Shelton Haynes, Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Association Tad Sudol,
Council Member Ben Kallos, Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, and Lynne Strong-
Shinozaki.



Roosevelt Island Historical Society President Judy Berdy, Assembly Memebr Rebecca
Seawright, Council Member Ben Kallos, former RIOC President Susan Rosenthal and
Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Association (RIVAA) President Tad Sudol.



Cutia Bacon-Brown, inspiration for one of the four monument faces.

Roosevelt Island Testing Site Extended Through End
of December



Assembly Member Seawright has responded to constituents requests and is pleased to
announce that a mobile COVID-19 testing van has been secured through December 31 at
Good Shepherd Church.

"Our office was pleased to respond to the requests of PS/IS 217 families to bring a rapid
testing site to Good Shepherd Church. Many thanks to Health + Hospitals hardworking
team. We pushed to keep the testing site through the end of December and will continue
to work to extend its time here dedicated to serving the Roosevelt Island Community.  
 
Testing is key to helping Roosevelt Islanders have a safe, happy and healthy holiday
season," said Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright.



Roosevelt Island's Cornell Tech Hosts Open Studio

During Open Studio, we had the opportunity to see presentations and demos by students
and others in the Cornell Tech community, giving us a closeup view of the real-world
products being built there.



MakerLAB's Niti Parikh at Cornell Tech fabricated fifty 3-D printer visors with attached face
shields and donated them to Coler Nursing Facility at the height of the COVID-19
pandemic. She is pictured here with Seawright's Chief of Staff Cory Hasson.

Catch Rise Up With Rebecca Seawright on MNN

Watch Rise Up With Rebecca Seawright the last Tuesday of each month at 8pm and the
first Sunday of each month at 6pm only on MNN1 (Spectrum 34 & 1995, RCN 82, FiOS
33) and MNNHD (Spectrum 1993).

DOT and DCP Seek input on Open Restaurants



The NYC Department of Transportation (DOT) and the NYC Department of
City Planning (DCP) are seeking opinions through a survey from a variety
of stakeholders, ranging from restaurant businesses to neighbors, about the
current Open Restaurants program. Responses to the survey will help shape
regulations for the Open Restaurants program. Responses to the survey are
due on December 31st. Take the survey here.

https://cb8m.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7070054012f7d95c228714fa&id=be5aa0a80a&e=4d2ad88730


District Office team: Courtney, Flor de Maria, Intern Catie and Madison take a reindeer
selfie.

COVID-19 Updates

New York Launches First-in-the-Nation $539 Million
Homeowner Assistance Fund to Assist Eligible New

Yorkers at Risk of Foreclosure or Displacement

Help is on the way! Homeowners, including those living in condos and co-ops, can soon
apply for essential financial relief. The NYS HAF offers a wide range of services for eligible
homeowners such as financial support to address missed housing-related payments. To
apply or learn more, visit nyhomeownerfund.org or call 1-844-77-NYHAF (776-9423).



Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Changes

SNAP benefits are a lifeline for New York families. New changes include providing a
simplified one-page application form, allowing older New Yorkers to recertify their benefits
for 36 months instead of 24 months and eliminating the interview requirement for
recertification. To learn more about SNAP and apply for benefits,
visit: www.otda.ny.gov/programs/snap

Additional COVID-19 Related Updates

New Yorkers who are 18 and older can get their COVID-19 booster dose. This includes
individuals who received their Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna initial vaccine series at least six
months ago or the Janssen/Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine at least two months
ago. New Yorkers may feel at increased risk of COVID-19 because of their occupational or
institutional setting – meaning where they work or live. Individuals who have questions
about their risk are encouraged to consult with their primary health care providers.

The CDC has approved the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5-11, and it’s free
for everyone. Together we can all do our part to stay healthy and protect ourselves and
those around us. Visit www.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov to learn more.

Vaccines and booster shots:

NYC COVID-19 and Flu Vaccine Finder: Call 877-829-4692 or schedule here

City-run vaccine sites: Call 877-829-4692 or schedule here

State-run vaccine sites: Call 833-697-4829 or schedule here

CVS Pharmacy: Call 800-746-7287 or schedule here

Rite Aid Pharmacy: Call 800-748-3243 or schedule here

http://www.otda.ny.gov/programs/snap
http://www.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
http://vax4nyc.nyc.gov
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine?cid=ps_cvdvcc_bd&gclid=Cj0KCQjwtMCKBhDAARIsAG-2Eu8t2TLOQWWgBU-v0VeAPZ0PjN9qNkstezR85N-NEHnbn2M6Mv73-8gaAvyjEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.cvs.com/immunizations/covid-19-vaccine?cid=ps_cvdvcc_bd&gclid=Cj0KCQjwtMCKBhDAARIsAG-2Eu8t2TLOQWWgBU-v0VeAPZ0PjN9qNkstezR85N-NEHnbn2M6Mv73-8gaAvyjEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds


Walgreens Pharmacy: Call 800-925-4733 or schedule here

Testing is available to all New Yorkers statewide, find a test site near you.

Excelsior Pass provides a free, fast and secure way to present digital proof of COVID-19
vaccination or negative test results.

Free Transportation and In-Home Vaccinations
City residents 65 and older can get free transportation to and from a vaccination
appointment. This service is also available for those with disabilities who have no other
way to get to a vaccination site.

To schedule free transport by either ambulette or taxi (including wheelchair accessible
vehicles), call 877-VAX-4NYC (877-829-4692). This services is available for everyone but if
you are younger than 18, you must have your parent or guardian call to book the trip on
your behalf.

Upcoming Events

https://www.walgreens.com/topic/promotion/covid-vaccine.jsp?ext=gooFY22_COVID+Vaccine+Parents_Brand_ExactCOVID_Brand_COVID+Vaccine_Exact_walgreens covid 19 vaccine&gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=Cj0KCQjwtMCKBhDAARIsAG-2Eu9hZCTw6Aqzrt0NYSUsVAXHasQZqFF6AWird6R_YcYO2do87uqDD-IaArlcEALw_wcB
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/excelsior-pass-and-excelsior-pass-plus












To Apply: Click Here

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RLWx6c4NhKdyM4s8bfjxSvwIgkpfPGWpYbxKzvj_snKAQTBzxDVXQHuhZqQX8YS6vWwhJsmXnZq0YWe4ijZAMdQsltx4wp4kCXE-FvGxT4Plp5l__NzLnoQeumUh7-oAxHB9-BOw4mmKHMIpwSp6YuHzMbFUw3ZuaKExifqIQb_HNnX-wtujS6YoXm_-2MusQNthYCXmofTIQA31tUQIPUqFIN_S-M4TQAwetMYNkLmsDmZW-AzZS1YErv5KFaAAFKBkiYUHP9s=&c=CQ5kPWzmXWH0fU5I4T06K4URJShDJUvEytN1AUkbEtFRadVuaIz9qA==&ch=Wt92eHE8U53u05dol3Qd4t-9xu2OjtqP6UjEYoFeUpFncG9AHIyJow==
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