
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It was my honor to present OTTY Awards to NYPD’s Manhattan Borough Chief Aaron
Edwards, Michael Monahan of Mary Manning Walsh, and Mary Silva of Maz
Mezcal. Congratulations to all the 2026 honorees for your outstanding contributions to our
community. Thank you to Our Town for continuing this meaningful community tradition that
celebrates the heroes right here in our neighborhoods.

I was proud to join the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center to support
its vital work advancing dignity, safety, and opportunity for LGBTQ+ New Yorkers,
alongside fellow supporters including Dr. Jill Biden. It was an inspiring reminder of the
power of community, compassion, and collective action in driving meaningful change.

The cooling assistance application is open which helps eligible New Yorkers stay safe and
cool during the warmer months. The program offers assistance to cover the cost of fans or air
conditioners, helping to ensure health and safety during periods of high heat.
I invite you to join us at our upcoming events:

Sunday, April 19, from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm- Spring on the Esplanade! Andrew
Haswell Green Park at 60th Street and the East River. Free concert with live
music by Noiz! Kids activities and free ice treats *while supplies last. Subject to
weather cancellation. Rain date: Saturday, May 30.

Tuesday, April 21, 3:30 pm – No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at our Community
Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-288-
4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Saturday, April 25, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm – AARP’s Fight Fraud: Shred It! No-Cost
Paper Shredding. 1495 York Avenue (79/York in front of Chase Bank). Event will
conclude early if the truck fills up. Registration required. Click here.

Tuesday, April 28, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm - MWBE Advocacy Day at the New York
State Capitol. 3rd Floor Terrace, Legislative Office Building Albany, New York.
RSVP here.

Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm – MTA OMNY Service Bus at our
Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). Ask questions or refill your
OMNY account.

Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm – Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at
our Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment only.
Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Tuesday, June 9, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Women of Distinction Awards Ceremony at
MSK Rockefeller Research Laboratory Auditorium, 430 East 67 Street (York/First
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Avenues). RSVP required for security. Click here.

Our office is always just a phone call, email, or visit away.

Phone: 212-288-4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 
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Register to shred with AARP here

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright Presents Three
Community Leaders with the "Our Town Thanks You" "OTTY"

Award

NYPD Assistant Chief Aaron Edwards was recognized for his decisive leadership, rapid
response, and years of dedicated service to public safety and community policing in
Manhattan, including his recent actions outside Gracie Mansion.

https://events.aarp.org/event/Manhattan/summary


Michael Monahan, Executive Director of Mary Manning Walsh Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center, was recognized for his leadership in expanding innovative rehabilitation, recovery,
and hospice care programs that have transformed care for Upper East Side older adults.

Seawright presented an OTTY Award to Mary Silva, owner of the Upper East Side’s Maz
Mezcal, honoring her leadership of a beloved three-generation family restaurant. After
closing its longtime 86th Street location, Maz Mezcal is preparing to reopen on East 78th
Street in the coming months, continuing its decades-long legacy of community service and
hospitality.

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright and Dr. Jill Biden Support
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center

Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright proudly joined advocates, community leaders,
and allies in celebrating the Center’s vital work advancing dignity, safety, and opportunity
for LGBTQ+ New Yorkers. At the event, Assembly Member Seawright had the opportunity
to speak with Dr. Jill Biden about the importance of supporting organizations like The
Center, which provide life-saving services and foster inclusive, resilient communities. The
Assembly Member reaffirmed her ongoing commitment to championing equality and
ensuring that all New Yorkers are protected, supported, and empowered.



David Hochberg, an LGBTQ activist, and Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright.

Roosevelt Island Petal Protectors Preserve the Cherry Blossoms
for Future Generations



Roosevelt Island’s Cherry Blossom Petal Protectors were recently featured in a CBS New
York segment highlighting their volunteer efforts, organized through the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corp (RIOC), to safeguard the island’s iconic cherry trees during peak bloom
season. Volunteers have been helping protect the blossoms by discouraging harmful
behavior such as breaking branches, stepping on roots, or attempting to reach flowers
with tools, while encouraging visitors to “look, don’t touch” so the blooms can be
preserved for the entire community to enjoy.

https://youtu.be/BvMY6eoF8Vw?si=WYbmHtihCOXF_NG1
https://youtu.be/BvMY6eoF8Vw?si=WYbmHtihCOXF_NG1


The New York City Department for the Aging has launched its Ageism Stops With You
campaign to raise awareness about age-based discrimination and promote respect across
generations. The initiative highlights how ageism impacts both younger and older New
Yorkers and encourages everyone to recognize and challenge these biases in everyday
life. Through education, intergenerational programs, and workplace resources, NYC Aging
is working to build a more inclusive city for all. To learn more about your protections and
how to take action, view the Know Your Rights pamphlet here.

Consider Our Office Your Resource

HEAP Cooling Assistance Applications Now Open

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dfta/downloads/pdf/publications/KNOW-YOUR-RIGHTS-PAMPHLET-HIGH-RES-4-11-2025.pdf


Applications are now open for the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) Cooling
Assistance benefit, which helps eligible New Yorkers stay safe and cool during the warmer
months. Through this state program, qualifying households may receive assistance to
cover the cost of fans or air conditioners, helping to ensure health and safety during
periods of high heat.

Check eligibility and apply by visiting: https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#cooling-
assistance. As temperatures rise, this important resource provides critical support for
households in need of cooling assistance.

New MTA Mobile App

The MTA recently released a new mobile app, which makes it easier than ever to get real-
time subway or bus information straight from the source. 

The official MTA app is the best way to:

Get the most accurate arrival info for every subway and bus stop.
Track your bus in real time.
Get up-to-minute service updates, plus planned service changes and information
about elevator and escalator outages.
Save a subway line or bus route for quick access to arrival info and status updates
for your frequently used stops and stations.

You can also get help from the MTA’s customer care team 24/7 using the chat feature in
the app. The app is available for iOS and Android in English and Spanish.

https://www.mta.info/guides/apps

https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#cooling-assistance
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/#cooling-assistance
https://www.mta.info/guides/apps




Upcoming Events





Community Volunteer Day
Esplanade & Four Freedoms Park Cleanups

https://www.cb8m.com/event/40715/
https://www.cb8m.com/event/40715/


Residents are invited to join two upcoming volunteer cleanup and beautification efforts
along the East River waterfront on Saturday, May 2, as part of the 15th Annual “I Love My
Park Day”, a statewide initiative celebrating New York’s public lands through hands-on
stewardship and community service.

Registration is now open for “I Love My Park Day,” which takes place at state parks,
historic sites, and public lands across New York State in partnership with Parks & Trails
New York, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, and
the Department of Environmental Conservation. The annual event brings together
thousands of volunteers to help clean, restore, and enhance public spaces statewide,
reinforcing the importance of preserving New York’s parks and natural resources for future
generations.

At Andrew Haswell Green Park (10:00 AM–1:00 PM), volunteers will help clean the park
and surrounding Esplanade area as part of Esplanade Friends’ participation in
Riverkeeper Sweep and I Love My Park Day. Gloves, grabbers, and trash bags will be
provided. Volunteers should meet at the ramp at 60th Street and East End Avenue, where
participants will be directed to the park. Attendees are encouraged to bring water, snacks,
sunscreen, and wear weather-appropriate clothing, as conditions along the Esplanade can
be windy.

At Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms State Park (10:30 AM–2:00 PM), volunteers will
assist with a range of stewardship projects including tree care and weeding, mulching,
refurbishing Adirondack chairs for the Great Lawn, and preparing seating for an upcoming
artist talk. Tools and gloves will be provided, and volunteers should wear comfortable
closed-toe shoes and dress for the weather. This event will take place rain or shine, with
some activities appropriate for families.

“I Love My Park Day” highlights the power of community stewardship in maintaining and
enhancing New York’s public lands, while also encouraging residents to get outside and
take part in hands-on environmental care. Volunteers across the state will be participating
in cleanup, planting, trail restoration, habitat improvement, and other site enhancement
projects at more than 120 locations.



In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

﻿Community Update: April 10, 2026

﻿Community Update: April 1, 2026

Community Update: March 27, 2026

Community Update: March 20, 2026
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Sign up for our e-news here.
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