
  

 
 

  

 

August 22, 2024 

Dear Friends, 

  

This newsletter details my participation in last week’s statewide digital equity 

conference held in Syracuse. It was a rewarding meeting of digital training 

program practitioners, governmental officials, and members of the NYS Digital 

Equity Network. 

Also included are updates from community groups on upcoming events and 

offerings. 

As always, do not hesitate to contact me or my staff on issues in this e-mail or 

any matter in which we can be helpful. My office number is 914-939-7028. 

 

Warm regards, 

  

 

 

 

 



 

NYS Digital Equity Network Statewide Conference 

  

Last Tuesday I participated in a one-day conference of the New York State 

Digital Equity Network in Syracuse. NYSDEN is the statewide network of groups 

that provide digital equity and inclusion programs in their communities. I was a 

panelist on a session that discussed state and local government efforts in this 

work. 

  

One of the most exciting benefits of last week’s meeting was that it was the first 

time the NYSDEN members had convened in person at a statewide meeting. 

Previous meetings consisted of regular statewide zoom calls and connecting at 

regional digital equity events. This statewide meeting energized planning for 

advancing the cause of providing digital literacy, access, and training.  



 

  

Westchester attendees also included Meg Kaufer, Executive Director of the 

STEM Alliance and Patricia Brigham, Development Director of the Westchester 

Library System. 

  

The network is composed of eleven regional digital inclusion coalitions as well 

as over 35 member organizations that lead digital equity work in their 

communities across New York State. NYSDEN’s mission is to unite regional 

and state leaders to advance digital equity priorities in New York State.  

  

I have worked with NYSDEN groups from across the state for the past four 

years. Their growing effort is part of a larger national movement to provide 

affordable broadband access, a training course, and devices to individuals in 

need of digital literacy assistance.  

  

NYSDEN members have been providing digital inclusion programs for many 

years. Recognition of importance of these programs in addressing the digital 

divide has grown in Washington and across the country, with funding 

opportunities on the rise. NYSDEN works with the Empire State Development 

ConnectAll office and with the National Telecommunications and Information 

Administration (NTIA), the state and federal government agencies focused on 

supporting this work. 

  

I have been a leading proponent of digital equity programs in the state 

legislature.  Those without digital skills and access are left at a disadvantage 

when it comes to education, health care, employment, and the countless other 

parts of our lives that require digital access. NYSDEN programs address these 

inequities with each individual or family served by their programs. 

  



  

  

  

New York Forward Loan Fund 2 - Small Businesses 

 

If you’re a small business in New York looking to grow, the New York Forward 

Loan Fund 2 could be the right fit for you. 

  

The New York Forward Loan Fund 2 is a mission-driven, relationship-based 

program that’s accessible anywhere in the state through a virtual platform. It 

empowers small businesses and nonprofits toward success, connecting them 

with working capital loans and business support services. 

 

Access loans of up to $150,000 that are simple, affordable and business 

friendly, and they offer competitive, fixed rates. 

 

https://survey.feedingwestchester.org/fw-august-back-to-school-primer?utm_campaign=FY25%20August%20MissionWired&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_FeZYiCt9saKkbRVR3PTPOO347QLY0x14TNXKr6b_U85XBIDYQM3uKCq6AnWlcl2gqcS8VdPJXNhoJV4nFZAqaECeBWw&_hsmi=320771578&utm_content=320771578&utm_source=hs_email


 

It's more than a loan, it's a network of experts dedicated to your business' 

success. Fill out our pre-application now to determine if you meet initial eligibility 

requirements and if your business is loan ready. You will then be matched with 

an experienced lender who can help you before, during and after the application 

process or connect you with additional support services. 

  

Click here to pre-apply. 
Additional information can be found here.  

 

 

  

  

https://wxnnahgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jTGBrLhvTcuJlsCuqWvGU2h7cXnHJ4K3_DCm90xyrqAOhRyiMMmTacPLy8VDDbEriAM6Mvj-yTLVZtVIKB5nRTfIiURLHRTZsV4UHrBrVBb94YBU8Up2_u8I5CWILyEcvePvfub2rrY_LENe51nMRCegwKHWHm_rhvWi1xOjpKKKe94n-s1YrBWlQgL0kZZGQh-leIeW-5mmo04b_nZv62EI2l5UmwZSYA5XaLlpbwvQ8wKhD2q-WI6ySoe03gY1gZxvMP_RoDqTN1ImdcncwnoOJNk6KiEE&c=0e-RiUNS93jw2ZkV6gl4RkAXJKxS0WPXP0qLLqeS3u7o8Jp_CXGoxA==&ch=xKxnTphfY-cHjh3OZeOfeljpZNaXnrTz6FNpdebfTXE7UCkCF7azHw==
https://wxnnahgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jTGBrLhvTcuJlsCuqWvGU2h7cXnHJ4K3_DCm90xyrqAOhRyiMMmTacPLy8VDDbErTCVJiB4AMhimxHw9AWXz26nRBU0KcA9tdy1twaR6DewZFRyKP_5YTQThch8DP_3gKD75bP7ygMGOlAI1zS06Zkccxoe-lljfyUGBRY87bnh1ZZ-YJe-DIIRoMv1dSWRB3jbbrXg4HIbJ9XDwPj56JOcMwYVhZrESLS4nmC0ap_l0xdb8lion2zuKZ2eVSCfBNN-D67uDUOV30gH6XkLoo6BZy9xu_tIN&c=0e-RiUNS93jw2ZkV6gl4RkAXJKxS0WPXP0qLLqeS3u7o8Jp_CXGoxA==&ch=xKxnTphfY-cHjh3OZeOfeljpZNaXnrTz6FNpdebfTXE7UCkCF7azHw==
https://wxnnahgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jTGBrLhvTcuJlsCuqWvGU2h7cXnHJ4K3_DCm90xyrqAOhRyiMMmTacPLy8VDDbErq4Fp1yU-RBThdjOi8rBf2E0Rtjwnxh2FWW9tNCBqjC0iWITxCa1t8Qxt3U4dOoIDHAt29R227_YXIwdTqxMItzz-JFJUqrUOHTMMXLwhKbLzsYtg6ToTw0AnZ1gRFvXkqkP0A8HVELXigBtim0fKSwlXWBrxAM_JYwTtUpzw5CG8UtBke_XOlGn5WusLsuGlKmaKBoTgySIp6J2f6AxWFJKtA7KmoMRY&c=0e-RiUNS93jw2ZkV6gl4RkAXJKxS0WPXP0qLLqeS3u7o8Jp_CXGoxA==&ch=xKxnTphfY-cHjh3OZeOfeljpZNaXnrTz6FNpdebfTXE7UCkCF7azHw==
https://www.whoweplayfor.org/newyork-westchester


  

 

New Rochelle Council on the Arts Concert Series 

  

 

Summer fun continues with the free Summer Sounds Concert Series at Hudson 

Park every Wednesday and Friday at 7:30 pm, EXTENDED until August 30th. 

  

https://newrochellearts.org/


  

  



  

  

http://new.mta.info/agency/mta-police
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