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DEAR NEIGHBORS:

While the 2019 Legislative Session presented 
some challenges, there were also some important 
wins for our community – such as the state’s 
announcement of $300 million in funding for 
projects to stabilize and revitalize communities 
along Lake Ontario – as well as some important 
new laws that will better protect New York State 
children.
Ensuring public safety is one of my top priorities, 
and whether it be to protect our community 
from flooding, stop domestic violence through 
greater public awareness, assisting our local fire 
and ambulance companies, or to ensure people 
with disabilities have the best possible care, I am 
always working hard to make sure everyone in 
our community is safe.

Inside this newsletter, you can learn more about 
some of my specific efforts as well as information 
about changes in our state laws that could 
affect you. The modifications made to how bail 
is imposed will have wide-reaching impacts, and 
federal changes to our state’s driver’s license in 
the Real ID Act will impact everyone’s ability to 
travel. 
As always, I hope you will share your feedback 
with me. Please email me at norrism@nyassembly.
gov to sign up for my e-newsletter if  you’d like to 
receive more timely updates on what is going on 
at our State Capitol and around our district.
   Working for you,

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
E-mail Mike Norris at 
norrism@nyassembly.gov to 
sign up for his e-newsletter.

CONTACT MIKE NORRIS:
8180 Main Street
Clarence, NY 14221
(716) 839-4691



• I’m working across the aisle on legislation that would give judges 
additional discretion in determining whether a criminal defendant 
should be held in custody or required to post bail (A.8502).

• I am also sponsoring legislation that would repeal these changes 
as they relate to Class A and B felony drug offenses because there 
have been widespread concerns by law enforcement, prosecutors 
and judges that the changes will hamper their ability to build 
thorough cases against major drug traffickers if they are simply 
allowed to freely leave jail pre-trial without bail (A.7409). This is 
especially concerning as our state continues to tackle the opioid 
crisis. If we are truly serious about getting drugs off our streets, out 
of our schools, and away from our neighborhoods, we should not 
be making it easier for criminals.

However, this year in Albany a concerning platform 
moved forward, including measures hidden in 
the state budget to change the state’s bail code 
(A.2009-C). Setting bail is an important tool used by 
judges to ensure that a defendant returns for future 
court appearances. Unfortunately, the legislation 
passed takes that choice out of the hands of judges 
and removed bail requirements for the following 
serious offenses:
• Aggravated vehicular assault
• Aggravated assault upon a person less than 11 

years old
• Criminally negligent homicide
• Aggravated vehicular homicide
• Manslaughter in the second degree
• Grand larceny in the first degree
• Criminal possession of a weapon on school 

grounds or criminal possession of a firearm
• Criminal possession of a controlled substance in 

the first and second degrees
• Criminal sale of a controlled substance on or near 

school grounds
• Specified felony drug offenses involving the use of 

children, including the use of a child to commit a 
controlled substance offense and criminal sale of a 
controlled substance to a child

• Money laundering in support of terrorism in the 
third and fourth degrees

• Making a terroristic threat
• Promoting an obscene sexual performance by a 

child
• Promoting a sexual performance by a child
• Failure to register as a sex offender
• Tampering with a juror and tampering with 

physical evidence
• Aggravated harassment in the first degree
• Criminal sale of a firearm to a minor
• Aggravated cruelty to animals, overdriving, 

torturing and injuring animals
• Animal fighting

NOT ONLY DID I VOTE AGAINST THESE CHANGES, BUT I AM ALSO WORKING WITH MY 
COLLEAGUES TO TRY TO CORRECT THESE DANGEROUS MODIFICATIONS AND GIVE BACK 
JUDICIAL AUTHORITY WHEN IT COMES TO DETERMINING BAIL:
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Orleans County DMV  •  Orleans County 
Administration Building  •  14016 Route 31  
•  Albion, NY 14411
WWW.ORLEANSCOUNTYNY.GOV/DMV

• Cost to Upgrade from Standard: Free though 
all normal transaction fees apply.

• Accepted as identification on domestic flights.
• Accepted to enter a military base or federal 

building.

Erie County Auto Bureau - Williamsville  •  
Clarence-Eastern Hills Mall  •  4545 Transit 
Road  •  Williamsville, NY 14221
WWW2.ERIE.GOV/CLERK/INDEX.PHP?Q=AUTO-
BUREAU

Niagara County Motor Vehicles – Lockport  
•  Golden Triangle Bldg.  •  111 Main Street  
•  Lockport, NY 14094
WWW.NIAGARACOUNTY.COM/DEPARTMENTS/
MOTOR-VEHICLES-DEPARTMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.dmv.ny.gov  •  www.dhs.gov

• Cost to Upgrade from Standard: $30 fee on 
top of all normal transaction fees.

• Fully compliant with Federal REAL ID travel 
requirements.

• Accepted as identification on domestic flights.
• Accepted to enter a military base or federal 

building.
• Accepted as identification when crossing a U.S. 

border coming from Canada, Mexico or the 
Caribbean (except by air).
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Children’s safety is always a top priority for me as your State 
Assemblyman. This session I helped to pass the following measures 
that will better safeguard and support your children:
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