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STAY CONNECTED. 
I'm always happy to hear what you think about how I can best serve you in 
the state Assembly. For more info on this or any other state matter, please 
contact my office at 716-664-7773 or email molitora@nyassembly.gov 

Dear Constituent, 
As your Assemblyman, my priority is making sure you have the tools and support needed to live 
comfortably and securely. Below are several important programs designed to assist seniors and 
veterans by helping to reduce costs, lower energy bills, and ensure access to quality healthcare 
and vital benefits.

TAX RELIEF 
PROGRAMS 
FOR SENIORS
New York State offers 
several programs to 
reduce your tax burden:

PROPERTY TAX CREDIT: Homeowners 
and renters with a gross annual household 
income of $18,000 or less, or paying $450 or 
less in rent, may be eligible for a tax credit of 
up to $375. File Form IT-214 with the state 
Department of Taxation and Finance to claim 
this benefit.

INCOME TAX EXEMPTION FOR 
RETIREMENT INCOME: If you’re 59½ or 
older, up to $20,000 of your qualified retirement 
pension and annuity income per person is 
exempt from state income taxes. Visit tax.
ny.gov/pit/file/information_for_seniors.htm 
for details.

ENHANCED STAR EXEMPTION: The 
STAR program provides eligible homeowners 
with relief on their school property taxes. To be 
eligible for the Enhanced STAR exemption, you 
must meet all of the following conditions:

•	 You own your home, and it is your primary 
residence.

•	 You will be 65 or older by December 31 of 
the year of exemption. For jointly owned 
property, only one spouse or sibling must be 
at least 65 by that date.

•	 Your income must be equal to or less than 
the Enhanced STAR income limit. 

Call 518-457-2036 between 8:30 AM and 4:30 
PM for more information.

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SNAP: SNAP 
issues electronic benefits that can be used like 
cash to purchase food. SNAP helps low-income 
working people, senior citizens, people with 
disabilities, and others feed their families.

Call 800-342-3009 between 8:00 AM and  
5:00 PM for more information.

HOME DELIVERED MEALS: For New 
York seniors who can’t prepare meals for 
themselves, home-delivered meals provide 
healthy meals to a participant’s residence up to 

five days a week. Up-to-date information about 
wellness and healthy eating habits is provided 
to those who receive meals. Registered 
dietitians offer private nutrition counseling to 
older people with questions about diabetes, 
weight loss or gain, and healthy eating.

Apply through your Office for the Aging: 

Chautauqua County: 716-753-4471

 

HEAP: The Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP) can help eligible New Yorkers 
heat and cool their homes. Those in danger of 
running out of fuel or having their utility service 
shut off may be eligible for emergency HEAP 
benefits. 

For more information, call your local 
Department of Social Services between  
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM:

Chautauqua County: 716-661-8103

EPIC (ELDERLY PHARMACEUTICAL 
INSURANCE COVERAGE): EPIC is a 
Department of Health-administered program 
that helps defray out-of-pocket drug costs for 
income-eligible seniors with Medicare Part D. 
It is easy to join the program. Complete the 
application and mail/fax it to EPIC or apply 
online. 

Call 800-332-3742 between 8:00 AM and 5:00 
PM for more information or to request an 
application.

EISEP (EXPANDED IN-HOME 
SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY 
PROGRAM): The Expanded In-home 
Services for the Elderly Program (EISEP) 
provides support at home for those 60 and 

older who need assistance with their personal 
care or household chores. These services 
provide coordinated, nonmedical services for 
older adults who aren’t eligible for Medicaid.

Call: 800-342-9871 to speak to an advisor.

MEDICARE: UNDERSTANDING  
YOUR OPTIONS
Medicare provides critical healthcare coverage for seniors. Here’s a quick overview:

MEDICARE PART A (HOSPITAL): Helps cover inpatient hospital care, skilled 
nursing facilities, some home health care, and hospice care.

MEDICARE PART B (MEDICAL): Helps cover doctor visits, outpatient 
services, and other medical needs not covered by Part A.

MEDICARE PART C (MEDICARE ADVANTAGE): Combines Parts A and 
B, often with added benefits like vision, hearing, dental, or wellness programs. Many 
plans include Part D prescription drug coverage.

MEDICARE PART D (PRESCRIPTION DRUGS): Offers prescription drug 
coverage through private plans approved by Medicare. The open enrollment period 
for stand-alone plans is October 15 – December 7. Compare plans at medicare.gov/
plan-compare.

IMPORTANT 
CONTACTS 
FOR SENIORS
For additional support, reach out to these 
resources:

Social Security................................800-772-1213  
TTY: 800-325-0778 

ssa.gov

Medicare.................. 800-MEDICARE (633-4227)  
TTY: 877-486-2048 

medicare.gov

Dept. of Public Service..................800-342-3377 
dps.ny.gov/ask-psc

NYS Division of Housing  
and Community Renewal...................hcr.ny.gov

New York Connects........................800-342-9871  
nyconnects.ny.gov

Medicaid Information.....................800-541-2831


