
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSEMBLY STANDING COMMITTEES ON 
ENERGY and  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, JOB CREATION, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
SUBJECT: Potential obstacles to net-metering for residents and businesses 
 
PURPOSE: The impact of electric corporation interconnection requirements on residents and 

businesses seeking to install net-electric metering equipment on their properties 
as well as the impact on renewable energy installers and manufacturers. 

 
New York City 

 
Friday 

May 6, 2016 
10:00 AM 

Assembly Hearing Room 
250 Broadway, Room 1923, 19th Floor 

 
ORAL TESTIMONY BY INVITATION ONLY 

 
Public Service Law (PSL) allows for customers of an electric corporation who own or operate 
qualified solar, wind, farm waste, micro-hydroelectric, fuel cell and combined heat and power 
equipment (CHP) to receive credit for electricity produced against their usage. As of September 
2015, approximately 340 megawatts of net-electric metering generation was connected to the 
six investor-owned utility systems under the jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission 
(PSC). Net-electric metering represents a substantial amount of New York's renewable energy 
portfolio. Recently, potential customer generators and installers have raised concerns that the 
interconnection process is too burdensome and  that electric corporations do not interconnect 
installations in a timely manner. Additionally, building owners seeking to install combined heat  
(CHP) systems and agricultural operations seeking to install farm waste generating equipment 
have expressed concerns that utility standby charges make such projects cost prohibitive in the 
long-run. Disincentives to net-meter may impact the New York clean energy goals as well as the 
state’s renewable energy industry, including installers and suppliers, impacting the state's clean 
energy economy. The committees seek to understand the impact of net-electric metering 
requirements on customers and businesses as well as explore any legislative solutions. 
 
Persons invited to present pertinent testimony to the Committees at the above hearing should 
complete and return the enclosed reply form as soon as possible. It is important that the reply 
form be fully completed and returned so that persons may be notified in the event of emergency 
postponement or cancellation. 
 
Oral testimony will be limited to 10 minutes’ duration. In preparing the order of witnesses, the 
Committee will attempt to accommodate individual requests to speak at particular times in view 
of special circumstances. These requests should be made on the attached reply form or 
communicated to Committee staff as early as possible.   
 
Ten copies of any prepared testimony should be submitted at the hearing registration desk. The 
Committees would appreciate advance receipt of prepared statements. 
 
In order to further publicize these hearings, please inform interested parties and organizations of 
the Committees’ interest in considering testimony from all sources. 
 
In order to meet the needs of those who may have a disability, the Assembly, in accordance 
with its policy of non-discrimination on the basis of disability, as well as the 1990 Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), has made its facilities and services available to all individuals with 
disabilities. For individuals with disabilities, accommodations will be provided, upon reasonable 
request, to afford such individuals access and admission to Assembly facilities and activities. 



Amy R. Paulin 
 

Member of Assembly 
Chair 

Committee on Energy 
 

Robin L. Schimminger 
 

Member of Assembly 
Chair 

Committee on Economic Development, Job Creation, Commerce and Industry 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING REPLY FORM 
 

Persons invited to present testimony at the public hearing on Potential Obstacles To Net-
Metering For Residents And Businesses are requested to complete this reply form as soon as 
possible and mail, email or fax it to: 

 
Paul Esmond 

Legislative Analyst 
Assembly Committee on Energy 

NYS State Capitol Building  
Room 520 – Capitol 

Email: esmondp@assembly.state.ny.us 
Albany, New York 12248 
Phone: (518) 455-4363 
Fax: (518) 455-5182  

 
 I plan to attend the public hearing on Potential obstacles to net-metering for residents 

and businesses to be held by the Assembly Committee on Energy and the Assembly 
Committee on Economic Development on Friday, May 6th. 

 
 I have been invited to make a public statement at the hearing. My statement will be 

limited to 10 minutes, and I will answer any questions that may arise. I will provide 10 
copies of my prepared statement.  

 
 I will address my remarks to the following subjects: 

 

 

 

 I do not plan to attend the above hearing. 
 

 I would like to be added to the Committee mailing list for notices and reports. 
 

 I would like to be removed from the Committee mailing list. 
 

 I will require assistance and/or handicapped accessibility information.  Please specify 
the type of assistance required: _________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
NAME:  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
TITLE:  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
ORGANIZATION:  ____________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________________________  
 
E-MAIL:  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
TELEPHONE:  _______________________________________________________________  
 
FAX TELEPHONE:  ___________________________________________________________  


